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will always carry out that principle; it will
redound to your credit, of course, and to
the dighity of the House.

I will conclude with a little prayer that
in the time I remain in the House the
Lord may grant me grace to accept things
which I cannot change; that He will grant,
me the courage to change things which I
can change; and that He will give me
wisdom to know the difference,

I support the motion, but before I re-
sume my seat I would again pay tribute
to the officers of the House, and to the
many public servants with whom I have
had to deal. I have always been received
with the utmost courtesy and have been
given the greatest consideration. 1 ex-
teitd those remarks also to the Ministers
on the other side of the House. Of course,
Ministers say “No” to a lot of requests
which I make, but they say it in such a
polite way I do not feel like going back
and telling them what I really think of
them.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. N. McNeill.

ADYOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

THE HON. A, F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan—Minister for Mines) [8.52
pm.}: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
until Tuesday, the 13th August.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 8.53 p.m,

Legislatinve Assembly

Wednesday, the Tth August, 1968

The SPEAKER (Mr. Guthrie) took the
Chair at 430 pm. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (28): ON NOTICE
MOOCHALABRA CREEK
Damming

1. Mr. RIDGE asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:

(1) In considerstion of an anticipated
upsurge in the development in
the Wyndham &rea as a result of
the proposal to proceed with the
main dam on the Ord, will he
advise if his department has in-
vestigated the possibility of im-
proving the town water supply
by damming Moochalabra Creek?

(2) If “Yes,” when does he anticipate
that work on the project will com-
mence?
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Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) A commencement on the scheme
is under consideration for the
1968-69 works programme which,
as yet, has not been finalised.

GAOLS
Wyndham and Derby: New Buildings
2. Mr. RIDGE asked the Chief Secretary:
(1 Istj: intended to build new gaols
&

(a) Wyndham;
(b) Derby?

(2) If “¥Yes,” when could the work
ke commenced?

(3) If “No,” will he authorise an ap-
preopriate authority to report on
the structural, health, and secur-
ity aspects of the existing huild-
ings?

Mr. O'CONNOR (for Mr. Craig) re-

plied:

(1) (a) and (b) No.

(2} Answered by (1).

(3} A regional prison is programmed
for Port Hedland. It is intended
that probably within six months
the police gaol at Derby will be
closed and prisoners will be
transferred to Broome. The
buildings were inspected 12 months
ago by the Comptroller of Pri-
sons and every endeavour is made
to have them inspected once
yearly by an official of the Pri-
sons Department.

POLICE VEHICLES
Rejfuelling Services

3. Mr. HARMAN asked the Minister for

Police:

(1> At what centres in the metropoli-
tan area are police vehicles able
to obtain fuel after 5 pm. and
before & a.m. on week days?

"(2) At what centres are refuelling
sevices avallable on weekends and
holidays?

Mr. O'CONNOR (for Mr. Craig) re-

plied:

(1) (a) The Transport Section, May-
lands; Fremantle Police Sta-
tion; and Midland Police
Station.

(b) Stations at Cannington, Cot-
tesloe, and Gosnells hold
small supplies for their own
uses, but these are available
if required.

(¢) Roe Street, Perth, from 10
am. to 6 pm. Monday to Fri-
day.

(2) The Transport Section, Maylands;

Fremantle Police Station; and

Midland Police Station.
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CHILD WELFARE

Payments to Indigent Wives and

Mr.

Dependants
HARMAN asked the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Child Wel-
fare:

)

)

D

(2)

What was the total cost of relief
paid to indigent wives and their
dependants in all categories for
the financial years ended the 30th
June, 1967, and the 30th June,
19687

What was the total cost of relief
paid to indigent wives and their
dependants for the “husband in
prison” category for the same
years?

. O'CONNOR replied:

For the financial year ended the
30th June, 1967, $393,355.
For the financial year ended the
30th June, 1968, $385,647.

(Note: These totals cover relief
prayments made to all indigent
women and includes unmarried
mothers. The figure covering those
who are indigent wives is not
available.}

The accounting system of the de-
partment does not enable this
question to be answered with com-
plete accuracy at present. Tt is
estimated, however, that those in-
digent wives in the “husband in
prison” category comprise 9.5 per
cent. of the total number of indi-
gent cases dealt with by the de-
partment. The approximate cost
for the year ended the 30th June,
196%, would, therefore, he $37,368.
The approximate cost for the year
ended June, 1968, would be
$36,636.

SEWERAGE

Lot 176 Watkins Road, Dalkeith:

Mr.

Connecilion and Rales
TONKIN asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:

n

2)

(3)

On what date did the Metropoli-
tan Water Supply, Sewerage and
Drainage Board issue a certificate
that the sewerage house-conhnec-
tions to the property, Lot 176
Watkins Road, Dalkeith, had been
satisfactorily completed?

On what date was a rate notice
issued for sewerage rates on Lot
1768 Watkins Road, Dalkeith?

Is it the board’'s policy to impose
2 sewerage rate on newly-con-
structed dwellings in sewered
areas before the necessary certi-
ficates relating to sewerage con-
nections to the properties have
been issued by the hoard?

4

Mr.

1
(2

3

4

Mr,

)

)
3

}

)

for

(1

(2

el

-

If “No,” will he explain why the
property at Lot 176 Watkins Road,
Dalkeith, was rated and why the
acting Minister for Works on the
27th January, 1967, refused to
cancel the notice on the grounds
that “the actual construction of
the house has heen completed to
that stage where it could be
cccupied”?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

No certificate has heen issued.

The property has heen rated from
the 1st July, 1951.

Yes. The rating of a property is
not necessarily in any way related
to the issue of a sewerage certi-
ficate. Rates are imposed on a
property as provided for In the
Metropolitan Water Supply, Sew-
erage and Drainage Act when a
sewer that can serve a property is
available for connection.

Answered by (3).

EKWINANA FREEWAY
Damage to Light Posts

FLETCHER asked the Minister
Works!

Relative to the placing of light
poles in the median strip of Kwin-
ana Frecway—

(1) Could not bhoth the near and
off side Kkerbs be well lit on
both north and south free-
ways by poles positioned in
the median sirip?

Whereas at present only a
slight deviation to the left on
either freeway can cause pole
and car damage and possibly
injury or fatality, would not
vehicles have to cross from
the left to the right of the
freeway to collide with such
poles?

(2)

, ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

No, not from the viewpoint of the
motorist.

Vehicles in the right hand lane
would only have to deviate slightly
to the right on either freeway to
cause pole and car damage.

The incidence of accidents involv-
ing poles on the Freeway has been
causing the Minister for Electric-
ity concern, and he has asked the
commission to have the situation
investigated.

May I say in addition, that this
question should have been correct-
ly addressed to the Minister for
Electricity, but I have answered it
on this occasion on his behalf.
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TRAFFIC
Metropolitan Area: 35 m.mp.h. Signs

Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister

for Police:

(1> How many 35 m.ph. signs exist
in the metropolitan area?

(2) Where are they situated?

(3) Are there any on Stirling or Can-
ning highways?

Mr. Q’'CONNOR (for Mr. Craig) re-
plied:

(1) 222,

(2) These signs are erected—

(a) at the boundary of the metro-
politan traffic area where
major roads enter the area;

(b) on roads subjected to speed
zoning where the zone changes
to a 35 m.p.h. limit zone;

(¢) on both ends of Canning
Highway;

(d) on the Perth end of Stirling
Highway but excludes those
erected by other parties, such
as the Fremantle Port Author-
ity on private property.

(3} Answered by (2) () and (2) (d).

FISHING
Blow Holes: Point Quobba

Mr. NORTON asked the Minister

representing the Minister for Fish-

eries:
Has an area at the Blow Holes,
Point Quobba, been gazetted as
& prohibited area for the netting
of fish; if not, is it the intention
of his department to prohibit
netting in this area?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied;

Yes. Notice published in the
Government Gazette on the 14th
June, 1968.

This question was postponed.

MATN ROADS GRANTS

Availability to North-West Shire
Councils

Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Works:
What amount has been made
available by way of main roads
grants for developmental roads
and important secondary roads
over the past three years to the
following shires:—
(a) Shark Bay;
(b)Y Carnarvon;
(¢} Upper Qascoyne;
(d) Murchison;
(e) Exmouth?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
1966—67 1967-88 1968-60

Bhark Bay-- .8 ] $
Developmental roads 16,000 12,700 12,700
Developmental roads (Central

Road Trust Fund) 3,200 3,040 3,712
Important secondary roads 25,600 20,000 20,000

Carparvon—

Developmental roads 81,580 46,440 38,440
Tevelopmental roads (Centml

Road Trust Fund) " 63,180 60,008 77,283
Impertant secondary roads 1,010,000 41,000 173,000

Upper Gascoyne—

Developmental roads 268,170 20,800 40,900
Developmental roads (Ccnlra.]

BRoad Trust Fund) 4,812 4,900 8,400
Important secondary roads 16, '000 14,000 31,000

Murchison—

Developmental roads 19,500 20,000 20,000
Developmental roads (Cenu-al

Road Trust ¥und) 4,301 4,118 7,842
Tmportant secondary roads 24,000 15,000 15,850

Exmoeuth—

Developmental roads 15,000 10,200 11,700
Developmental roads (Centrd.]
Road Trust Fund) . 31,122 39,356 88,351
Important sccondary roads ... 103,200 43,000
PARLIAMENT

Second Sitting
11. Mr. T. D. EVANS asked the Premier:
Teo give country members an op-
portunity to make early arrange-
ments for accommodation in the
city, is he abie to indicate the
likely commencing date of the
second sittmg of this session of
Parliament in 1969 and the ap-
proximate duration of the session?

Mr., BRAND replied:

No. A decision on these two mat-
ters will be made in approximately
three weeks' time.

STATE BATTERIES
Ore Crushings
12. Mr, T. D. EVANS asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Mines:

{1) What was the yearly tonnage of
ore crushed at the following State
batteries for the years 1964, 1965,
1966, and 1967:—

(a) Kalgoorlie,
{h) Ora Bandsa;
{c) Menzies;
(d) Leonora?

(2) What tonnage has so far this year
been crushed by each of the said

hatteries?
Mr. BOVELL replied:
6} 1964 1965 1866 1967
tons tons tons tons
(8} Kalgoorlie ... ... 04204 7,802} 5234} 6,303%
(b) Ora Bonda * 10,285 14,627 8,574} 1,157
(¢) Menzles ... .. 3,412} 3,4481 2,504 1,740
(d) Leonora .. .. B2FE 322 1,008 1,761
tans
(2) (a) Kalgoorlie ... ... 3,532%
{p) Ora Banda ... 7853
(¢} Menzies 8331
{d) Leonora 784

13. This question was postponed.
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BLOOD IN HUMAN BODY

Volume and Alcohol Absorpiion

14, Mr. T. D. EVANS asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Hesalth:

D

(2)

3

(1

2)

3)

Mr.

for
n

(2)

@

(4>

What volume of blood does the
human hody contain?

Is it a fact that this amount of
blood varies little from individual
to individual having regard to the
build of a human being?

What factors are recoghised as
having the effect of retarding the
ahsorption of alcohol into the
blood of a person who has con-
sumed alcohol?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

Blood makes up approximately
7 per cent. of the body weight so
that the blood volume of a man
of average weight (70 kg.) is
about 5 litres.

“The blood volume in terms of
body weight shows considerable
variation from person to person.
Changes in body density alter this
relationship of blood volume to
body weight. The relationship
between blood volume and body
height shows a similar variabil-
ity”. (The Physiological Basis of
Medical Practice by C. H. Best
and N. B. Taylor, 1966, page 490).

Factors which retard the passage
of alcohol from the stomach into
the small intestine (from which
alcohol is mainly absorbed): that
is, the presence of food in the
stomach and particularly fatty
foods.

PORT OF DAMPIER
Contral by Company

BICKERTON asked the Minister
Works:

Will he tabie a plan showing the
port area under the control of the
campany at Dampier?

What is the area in terms of
square miles considered to come
under the control of the company
as a port?

Is there an area in the vicinity of
Rosemary Island which is eonsid-
ered a reasonably safe anchorage
during cyclones; if so, would it be
necessary for a ship to“obtain per-
mission from the company to
anchor there during a cyclone or
at any other time?

Is it the intention of the Goavern-
ment to have the control of the
port of Dampier vested in the
Harbour and Light Department
some time in the future; if so,
when; if not, why not?

Mr.
(1)

(3}

1)

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
and (2) The area has not yet been
defined, but the company has con-
trol over the areas covered by
leases for dredging and wharf
structures.

A plan showing such areas is be-
ing prepared for the honourable
member’s information.

Anchorage in the vicinity of
Rosemary Island is not considered
safe for other than small craft
with knowledge of local waters.
Anchorage in Mermaid Strait is
considered reasonably safe. Ships
are not required to obtain permis-
sion.

In accepting the detailed propos-
als from Hamersley Iron, the State
has reserved the right, subject to
the provisions of the apgreement,
to make any proclamation under
the Shipping and Pilotage Act,
1967.

This Act gives the Governor the
right to proclaim Dampier a port.
Because the State has reserved the
right referred to, the time when
the port may be prociaimed under
the Shipping and Pilotage Act
1567, will be dependent on the
operations of the company and
the general development by others
requiring major usage of the port

16. This question was postponed.

KWINANA PREEWAY

Congestion at Canning Bridge

17, Mr. MAY asked the Minister fo1
Works:
(1) Is he aware of the current traffi

@

(3)

4)

(5}

(6)

Mr.

(98]

(2}

bottieneck which exists at the eity
end of Canning Pridge?

If so, what action is contemplatec
to alleviate this congestion?
Canning Highway Interchange
When is it anticipated that parti
culars of the Canning Highway
Kwinans Freeway interchange wil
be made available to the public¢'
Has the point where the freewa:
crosses the river been determined
If “Yes,” where is the exact loca
tion?

Is it intended for the freeway ti
fly over Canning Highway?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

In common with many othe
intersections in the metropolita
area there is some congestion a
the city end of Canning Bridge a
peak hours.

There is no simple solution to th
problem. Major investigation:
including detailed planning, wil
be required.
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(3) Considerable time will elapse
before investigations are com-
pleted to enable a design to be
prepared.

(4) Yes, subject to acceptance of an
amendment to the region plan by
Parliament.

(5) The precise location has not been
determined. It will extend gen-
erally on the line of Mt. Henry
and Beryl Place.

{6) No. The present planning indi-
cates that it will be necessary to
raise Canning Highway to permit
the freeway to pass under it.

ADVANCE MANUFACTURING
CO. PTY. LTD. WORKSHOP

Connection with Public Health
Department

Mr. MENSAROS asked the Minister

representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Is there any connection between
the workshop, desecribed on the
building as “Advance Manufac-
turing Co. Pty. Ltd.,” situated on
the north-east corner of Alfred
and Brockway Roads, Graylands,
and the Public Health Department
(Department of Mental Health) ?

(2) If “Yes,” what is this connection
(ownership, contract to train and
rehabilitate post mental patients,
etc.)?

{3) Could he give information whether
it is anticipated to shift the work-
shop from the above premises?

(4) If “Yes,” when?

{5) If the answer to (3) is *Yes,” what
will the existing building referred
to in (1) be used for?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1} Yes.

(2) The staff and patients are under
the control of the Mental Health

Services, Officer in Charge of
Rehabititation.
(3) Yes.

(4) December, 1968.

(5) Building will revert to the owners,
i.e., the Commonwealth Depart-
ment of Interior.

BULK WHEAT EXPORTS
Determination of Port
Mr. JONES asked the Minister for
Agriculture:

Whai authority determines the
port where bulk wheat is des-
patched from in Western Aus-
tralia?

Mr. LEWIS (for Mr, Nalder) replied:
The Australian Wheat Board.

SEWERAGE
Collie Township

20. Mr. JONES asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:
When is it anticipated that the
Collie sewerage line will be ex-
tended into the northern section
of the Collie township?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
Some 200 acres in North Collie
on the western side of Steere
Street are already sewered, and
further extensions will be gov-
erned by the rate of connection
to the existing system and avail-
ability of loan funds.

No further extensions are pro-
posed this financial year.

VAPOUR INJECTION UNIT
Inspection and Deparimental Aclion

21. Mr. JONES asked the Minister for

Industrial Development:
What was the offer his depart-
ment made to test Mr. Kohler's
vapour injection unit and the date
of the letter when the offer was
made?

Mr. COURT replied:

The Department of Industrial
Development offered to arrange
for the necessary iesting to be
undertaken by the Royal Auto-
mobile Club of Western Australia,
which is a recognised and com-
petent testing authority.

This was indicated verbally to
Mr. Kohler on a number of oc-
casions and also in letters from
the department dated the 23rd
November, 1961, and the 10th
October, 1982.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES

Capacity of South-West Transmission
Lines

22, Mr. JONES asked the Minister for

Electricity:

(1) Are the existing transmission lines
from the south-west to the metro-
politan area capable of handling
electricity generated from the
Bunbury and Muja power houses
if the stations were operated at
peak load and if the Collie station
continues to feed into the grid
system at usual level of output?

(2) If the lines are not capahble of
handling all power produced, what
alterations would be necessary,
and what is the anticipated capi-
tal cost involved?

Mr, LEWIS (for Mr. Nalder) replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Answered by (1),
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East Perth and South Fremantle Power
Stations: Conversion to Fuel Qil

23. Mr,

JONES asked the Minister for

Electricity:

When is it anticipated that the
South Fremantle and East Perth
power stations will be completely
converted to fuel oil stations?

Mr. LEWIS (for Mr. Nalder) replied:

Towards the end of this year.

WILSON PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL

Tenders for Extensions

24. My, JONES asked the Minister for
Education:

When were tenders called for the

. proposed extensions to the Wilson

Park Primary School, Collie, and
in what newspaper did the tenders
appear?

. LEWIS replied:

Tenders have not been called, Ap-
plications were invited from regis-
tered huilders to register for docu-
ments. Advertisements appeared
in The West Austratien of the 29th
June and in the Southwestern
Times of the 4th July.

PORT OF DAMPIER

Hamersley Mining Company’s Regulation:

Tabling
256. Mr. BICKERTON asked the Minister
for Works: -
Will he table a copy of the

28.

Mr.

Hamersley Mining Companhy’'s
regulation governing the Port of
Dampier?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

Regulations of this nature are still
under consideration.

. Tonkin: That cannot be right; I

have a copy of them.

. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I would

like to have a look.

. Tonkin: I have had them for two

or three years,

. ROSS HUTCHINSON: As I said, I

would like to have a look.

. Tonkin: I will bring them in to-

morrow,

BRIDGETOWN HOSPITAL

Additions
KITNEY asked the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Health:

1}

(2}

Mr,

(o)

Has any decision been made re-
garding additions to Bridgetown
Hospital?

If “Yes,” when are they likely fo
commence?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
and (2) No. Matters are being
delayed pending a decision with

regard to the availability of loan
funds.

STATE HOUSING COMMISSION

27. Mr,

Balance Sheet: Advances
GRAHAM asked the Minister for

Housing:

28. Mr.

What are the faets and circum-
stances regarding the items
appearing in the State Housing
Commission balance sheet under
the headings—

{a) Advance to Young Women's
Christian Association $40,000;
and

(b} Advances for Pensioners'
Home Maintenance?

. O'NEIL replied:

(a) This represents an advance
made in 1956 to the associa-
tion by the Treasury, from
State funds to complete
building  alterations. The
account is administered by
the commission.

This represents an advance of
funds by the Treasury to the
commission to assist pension-
ers to carry out essential
maintenance to homes owned
by them.

(b)

FIREARMS
License Holders
GRAHAM asked the Minister for

Police:

1

2

(&)

(4)

(5)

(6)

M

How many persons are the holders
of licenses entitling them to
possess flrearms?

How many of these persons have
residential addresses in the metro-
politan area?

What is the total number of
firearms the subject of firearm
licenses?

How many of these weapons are
possessed by people in the metro-
politan area?

Of the total number of firearms,
how many are pistols and other
concealable weapons, and of these
how many are in the metropoli-
tan areg?

During the last five years how
many applications have been—
(a) granted;

(b) refused?

Has he any idea of the approxi-
mate numbers of firearms; and,
if so, what are the numbers
possessed by those exempted from
the necessity fo obtain licenses,
such as—

(a) members of rifle clubs;

(b) common carriers or ware-
housemen and their servants;
(¢c) primary producers?
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Mr. O'CONNOR {(for Mr. Craig) re-

plied:

(1) 77,538.

{2) Licence holders are not tabulated
as between metropolitan and coun-
try areas. A manual dissection
would require considerable cleri-
cal effort but if it is essential the
information could be obtained.

(3) The exact number is not known,
but the total is approximately
150,000. Onily concealable fire-
arms are separately indexed.

(4) See answer to (2).

(5) Total concealable weapons is
5,530 of which approximately 85
per cent. would be held in the
metropolitan aresa.

(6) (a) 38,572 granted.

(b) 347 refused.

(7} (a) There are approximately
2,127 rifles of .303 calibre used
by members of rifle clubs. It
has not been found necessary
to keep records of members
of small bore rifle clubs.

The number of common car-
riers or warehousemen and
their servants in this cate-
gory is not known and I am

(b}

doubtful if such a figure
could be obtained.
{(¢) Primary producers them-

sclves are not exempt under
the Act. Their servants are
exempt only when using a
firearm licensed by their em-
ployer at the direction of such
employer and on the em-
ployer’s land for the purpose
of destruction of vermin, The
number of such persons so
engaged is not known.

CREAM
Butterfat Content
29. Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for
Agricuiture:

Referring to my question, dated
the 9th November, 1967, can he
now advise whether any changes
have been made or are proposed
to the butterfat content of table
cream sold in this State?

. LEWIS (for Mr. Nalder}) repled:
Consideration is being given to
alternate table creams in addition
to the present pasteurised cream
of 40 per cent. butterfat content.

TROPIC OF CAPRICOREN AND
MT. NEWMAN TOWNSITE
Latitude Variations
30. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
for Lands:

(1) What is the most northerly and
the most southerly points of lati-
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tude to which the Tropic of Capri-
corn moves each year, due to the
variation of the earth's irregular
rotation on its axis?

(2} What is the geographical position,
latitude and longitude, of the
centre of the towmnsite reserve of
M1, Newman?

. BOVELL replied:

(1) and (2) Mr. Speaker, I should
prefer that this question be post-
poned until Tuesday next. There
is, as far as I am aware, ng de-
finable variation annually. It
takes place gver a period of years
ang, in view of circumstances, the
points of latitude of the Tropic of
Capricorn are currently under
consideration by the Western
Australian Government and all
ather Governments in Australia.

The SPEAKER: In view of the ans-
wer which has been given does the
Minister still want the question
postponed?

Mr. BOVELL: I may be able to obtain
further information.

The SPEAKER: Question postponed
till Tuesday next.

HOUSING
Emergent Applicants
31. Mr. GRAHEHAM asked the Minister for
Housing:
How many applicants who have
been approved for emergent hous-
ing have not yet been offered
accommodation?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:

Families Pensioner Total

Perth Aren 15 17 82
Fremantle Area .. 1] 3 9
Midland ... 1 1
Medina ... 1 1

AGRICULTURAL HIGH SCHOOLS
Admissions and Qualifications

32. Mr. KITNEY asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) What number of students attend-
ed the following schools of agri-
culture in 1966, 1967, and what is
the 1968 number:—

(a) Denmark;
(h) Harvey;
(c) Cunderdin;
(d} Narrogin?
{(2) How many applications were re-

ceived in that period for each
school?

{3) What educational qualifications
are required for admission?

(4) How are applicants chasen?
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LEWIS replied:
1964 1987 1968
(8) Denmark e 40 39 41
(b} Harvey ... e 38 13 48
(¢} Cunderdin e 67 0 70
(d) Marrogin . 100 102 110

1t is not possible to state the num-
ber of applications for each indi-
vidual school. Applicants apply
for training in individual schools
in order of school preference. Mast
applicants apply for a number of
schools. Total number of appli-
canis were: 1966, 190; 1967, 198;
1968, 199.

Approximately half of the total
enrolments are admitted each
year as this is a two-year course.

The minimum qualification is suc-
cessful completion of first year
secondary education.

By a selection board consisting of
a chairman appointed by the
Minister for Education and two
officers of the Education Depart-
ment.

HOUSING

Availability to State Electricity

Mr.

Commission
DAVIES asked the Minister for

Housing:

(1)

{2)

(3}

(8]
1$3)]

Has the State Housing Commis-
sion built any houses for, or made
any houses availahle to, the State
Electricity Commission?

If so, where are such houses
located and what are the numbers
in each case?

On what hasis are any such houses
made available to the State Elec-
tricity Commission?

. O'NEIL replied:

Yes.

and (3) In past years the com-
mission has granted personal
tenancies to State Electricity
Cemmission key personnel. As
these are personal tenancies,
numbers eould only be ascertained
by extensive research into old files,
At Bunbury, 25 houses are allo-
cated to key personnel on the
basis that rents are guaranteed
by the State Electricity Commis-
sion. Three houses are also alle-
cated in Collie on the same bhasis.
All are personal tenancies.

Present commission policy is to
build houses for the State Elec-
tricity Commission, when re-
quested, with funds supplied by
the State Electricity Commission.

34. Mr.

35. Mr.

36.

317.

Houses, as follows, have been
completed under this arrange-

ment—
Collie .
Margaret River . 3
Morawa o1
Northam .2
Port Hedland ... ., 4
Southern Cross o1
Wagin . )
15

A further house in Port Hedland
is under construction.

DENTAL HYGIENISTS
Training and Employment
BATEMAN asked the Minister

representing the Minister for Health:

What proposals are now accept-
able to the Australian Dental
Association for the training and
employment of dental hygienists
in Western Australia?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

It is understood that the Ause
tralian Dental Association (W.A.
Branch) favours the training and
employment of auxiliary workers
in dentistry with wider responsi-
bilities (including extraction and
filing) than those of dental
hygienists elsewhere (who are
restricted mainly to cleaning and
potishing teeth, and the applica-
tion of topical fluoride.)

ROAD MAINTENANCE
Ezpenditure, 1965-68
McPHARLIN asked the Minister

for Transport:

How much money was spent on
road maintenance from the 30th

June, 1965, to the 30th June,
19667
. O'CONNOR replied:

Apart from any expenditure which
may have been incurred by local
authorities, the Main Roads De-
partment has spent, from its own
resources, $2.231,722 on road
maintenance between the 30th
June, 1965, and the 30th June,
1966.

This question was posiponed.
TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD

Mr.

Credit Betting
TONKIN asked the Minister for

Police:

1)

Does the T.A.B. still countenance
over the counter betting In agen-
cies where the bet is made with
cash loaned to the bettor by the
agent?



2)

3

Mr.
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Does the T.A.B. still countenance
telephone betting where the hets
are made by the bettors from
loans from agents who have
agreed to keep bettors deposit
accounts in credit?

What methods of betting with the
T.A.B. are now available to bet-
tors who wager by telephone?

O’'CONNOR (for Mr. Craig) re-

plied:

(1)
(2)
3

38. Mr.

No.
No.

The acceptance of bets over the
telephone is limited to those cases
in which there is a credit account
in existence with a sufficient
credit balance therein to cover the
bet or bets being accepted. How-
ever, the board will allow an agent
of the board to act on a telephone
request to place a cash bet on be-
half of an investor providing—

(a) sufficient cash {o pay for the
bet has been first lodged by
the investor seeking to hest;
or,

(b) a ftotalisator ticket for a cash
bet is held in the agency on
behalf of the investor on
which a dividend or refund is
payable for a sufficient
amount to pay for the bet
belng sought.

If the Leader of the Opposition
knows of any ecases where the
law has been broken it will be
appreciated if he would supply
gle Minister with that informa-
on.

KIMBERLEY ELECTION
Counting of Voles
TONKIN asked the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Justice:

)

2)

1)

Who authorised the returning
officer for Kimberley at the recent
State general election to count to-
gether the votes from the polling
places of Gogo Station and La
Grange Mission?

For what reason was this count-
ing together done?

COURT replied:

and (2) The returning officer de-
cided to count together the votes
at the two polling places men-
tioned and has stated the reason
for so doing as follows:—

When conducting the count, I
considered that the votes re-
corded at any polling place,
having under 30 votes recorded
thereat, should bhe amalga-
mated with another polling
place. This would then bal-
ance out the votes of any small
section of the community.

QUESTIONS (5}: WITHOUT NOTICE

STANDING ORDERS
Second Reading Stage of Bills
1. Mr, JAMIESON asked the Premier:

(1) Is it the Government's intention
to avail itseif of the amended
Standing Orders in order that
Bills. after notice of them has
heen given, can be taken to the
second reading stage before the
conclusion of the Address-in-
Reply?

(2} If s0, when can some of these Bills
he expected to he taken to that
stage?

Mr, BRAND repilied:

(1} and (2) I think it is fair enough
that we get through some of the
Address-in-Reply debate, but it is
the CGovernment’s intention to
take advantage of the amended
Standing Orders so that Bills can
he taken through the 'explained”
stage. There is no reason why we
are not doing so, except I think
we ought to get on with the debate
on fthe Address-in-Reply; but I
feel we should try io make it more
interesting by intreducing a Bill
in between the speeches.

PARLIAMENT
Second Sitting

2. Mr. T. D. EVANS asked the Premier:
Further to the reply he gave to
question 11 on today’'s notice
paper wherein I asked if he was
able to indicate the likely com-
mencing date of the second sit-
ting of this session early in 1969,
when the decision is made, will he
make an early announcement for
the information of members?

Mr. BRAND replied:

Yes, I certainly will. I thought I
had given sufficient information in
the answer, but I think the com-
mencing date of the second sit-
ting early in 1869 will be about
the same time as a second sitting
or session is held in the other
States.

STATE SHIPS
Proposed Sale te Dillingham’s
3. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Transport:
Has the Government been giving
consideration to a proposed sale
of the State ships to Dilling-
ham'’s; and if the answer is “¥Yes,”
what decision has been made?
Mr. O'CONNOR replied:

I thank the Leader of the Op-
position for giving me notice of
this question, the answer to
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which is “No.” However, another
organisation has made inquiries,
but no firm proposal has been
made to the Government.

NATIVES
Appointment of Welfare Officers to the
Albany District
4., Mr. HALL asked the Minister for

Native Welfare:

{1) Can he advise if a native welfare
inspector has been appointed to
the Albany district, and, if so,
has accommoedation been arranged

for him?
(2) Also, has a female welfare
officer been appointed to the

Albany district and accommoda-
tion arranged for her?

. LEWIS replied:

(1) and(2) I know a number of ap-
pointments are pending, but
whether the officers mentioned
have actually been appointed to
Albany, I know not. However if
the honourable member cares to
place his question on the notice
paper I will make some indguiries.

Families Housed
5. Mr. BURKE asked the Minister for

Housing:

Further to my question yesterday
on the housing of aborigines, is
the . Minister aware of any
aboriginal family having been
housed by the State Housing
Commission since the 23rd March,
19687

. O’NEIL replied:

As I indicated in the answer to
the question yesterday, eligihility
of applicants for Housing Com-
mission homes does not relate to
colour, race, or ecreed. I know
there are many native families
being housed by the State Hous-
ing Commission, and I know there
are many natives purchasing
houses from the State Housing
Commission, but it would be im-
possible for me to ascertain exactly
when the Jlast coloured family
was housed by the Housing Com-
mission,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY

Press Report of Speech:
Personal Erplanation

MR. GRAYDEN (South Perth) [4.56
p.m.): Mr. Speaker, T wish to seek leave
of the House to make a personal explana-
tion.

The SPEAKER.: The member for South
Perth seeks leave of the House to make a
personal explanation. Is there any dis-
sentient? Leave is granted and the hon-
ourable member may proceed.
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Mr. GRAYDEN: Yesterday afternoon I
was speaking to the debate on the amend-
ment to the Address-in-Reply and I re-
ferred to the question of land. I suzgested
that this be controlled by implementing
some of the recommendations of the Me-
Carrey report. However, in this morning’s
issue of The West Australian I was re-
ported as having said I had suggested a
form of control to fix the price of land
suitable for home building. Actually the
statement I did make on this matter reads
as follows, and I would point out that I
am reading from a copy of the Hansard
proof of my speech:—

Therefore, if we are to exercise some
form of control over the price of bread,
and if we are to exercise some form
of control over the price of milk we
should surely exercise some control
over the price of land for building. I,
as a member of the Liberal Party,
naturally believe in the law of supply
and demand. However, with respect
to the particular situation with which
we are confronted in Western Austra-
lia, I think this law cannot funection,
because we have introduced legislative
restrictions on the amount of land
that can be subdivided. We have done
this for a very good reason: we are
faced with the problem of having to
provide roads, sewerage, water, power,
and services of that kind, to develop
any new areas which are opened up.

As a consequence, it has been neces-
sary to formulate a plan and limit by
legislative action the amount of land
that can be subdivided. In these cir-
cumstances the law of supply and de-
mand simply does not operate. This
is a comblete justification for the
Government's implementing many of
the recommendations contained in the
McCarrey report.

Those are my words and I intended to con-
vey that we should exercise control by im-
plementing some of the recommendations
of the McCarrey report.

I want to make it quite clear that, virtu-
ally, I am diametrically opposed fo price
fixing in all its forms, and particularly in
respect of land. In the circumstances I
was extremely concerned at seeing the re-
port of what I said in The West Ausiralian.
I appreciate that errors of this kind can
easily oceur, but I express the hope that
The West Australion will take steps to
correct the impression the report has given.

Mr. Graham: I did not think the report
was s0 wrong.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

On motion by Mr. I. W. Manning, leave
of absence for six weeks granted to Mr.
Williams (Bunbury) on the ground of
urgent public business.
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ART GALLERY ACT AMENDMENT
BILL
Introduction and First Reading
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr. Lewis
t(.Minister for Education), and read a first
ime.

Printing of Bill
MR. LEWIS (Moore—Minister for Edu-
cation) [5 p.m.}: I move—

That the Bijll be printed and the
second reading made an order of
the day for the next sitting of the
House.

The SPEAKER: I would point out that
it is no longer necessary to move that the
Bill be printed.

Mr. LEWIS:
move—

That the second reading be made an
order of {he day for the nex{ sitting of
the House.

Question put and passed.

I will therefore merely

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: FIFTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 6th August, on
the following motion by Mr. Ridge:—

That the following Address-in-
Reply to his Excellency’s Speech be
agreed to:—

May it please Your Excellency:
We the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of the State of
Western Australia in Pariiament
assembled, beg to express loyally
to our Most Gracious Sovereigh,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased
to address to Parliament.

MR. CASH (Tdirrabooka) I[5.1 pm.l:
Firstly, Mr. Speaker, in supporting the
adoption of the Address-in-Reply, I do so
in the hope that many of the Government
proposals contained in the address will he
implemented during this session, To you
Sir, I offer my congratulations on your
election as the presiding officer of this
Assembly. The coffice of Speaker has al-
ways had an important place in the history
of Parliaments, and I know that you, Mr.
Speaker, with your legal hackground, your
interest in constitutional law, and your
experience in this Parliament will bring to
the office the status it merits. In your
decisions I am sure you wiil be firm and
impartial while, at the same time, permit-
ting the degree of flexibility that is neces-
sary if the Parliament is to function effec-
tively and harmonicusly.

This being the occasion of my maiden
speech in this Parliament, I take the op-
portunity before I proceed any further to
thank the people of Mirrabooka for having
elected me as their representative in the
Parliament of Western Aaustralia. All
electors in the Mirrabooka district can be
assured that their problems will always be
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my concern; that I will deal with them to
the best of my ability; and that I will fol-
low their cases right through to the end,
or as far as they can be taken at a par-
ticular time.

The boundaries of Mirrabooka are con-
tained within the present boundaries of the
Federal electorate of Stirling, which I had
the privilege of representing in the Com-
monwealth Parliament. The name “Mirra-
booka” which is an aboriginal word mean-
ing the “Southern Cross Constellation”
may seem to indicate an area near Eun-
unurra, or some gther country district;
but, in fact, it covers many suburbs north
of the Swsn River, including Yokine,
Dianella, Morley, Hampton Park, Mirra-
booka, Bedford, and parts of Beechboro,
Bayswater, Embleton, and Nollamara. The
whole of this area was represented by me
in the Federal Parliament, and I appreci-
ate the confidence that has been placed
in me by the electors once again.

The main matters of concern to many
people in the Mirrabooka electorate are
the same as the problems that beset the
people throughout the mefropolitan area.
This motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-Reply gives me the opportunity
to discuss them and to sueggest changes
that may make some contribution towards
solving some of the day-to-day problems
within the community.

I propose to range over a number of
subjects, including Western Australia’s new
status as a non-claimant State, social
welfare, housing, the drinking age, the age
of majority, and perhaps one or two other
matters, and finally I shall refer to the
attack by the Leadsr of the Opposition on
the election result in Kimberley when he
spoke earlier in this debate.

Western Australia has come a long way
since it lost certain revenue raising rights
to the Commonwealth. From 1910-11 we
existed on the special grants which were
assessed under various formulae till 1938,
when the Grants Commission began assess-
ing grants on the basis of need. The
Grants Commission has used a two-State
standard to guarantee that our standards
of public services, medical care, education,
and social services were no lower—-and in
recent years no higher—than those of the
other States of Australia.

Time and time again the Premier has
fought hard in the interests of Western
Australia befere the Grants Commission,
at Premiers’ Conferences, and at meetings
of the Loan Council, in an endeavour to
get the best possible financial allocations
from the Commonwealth. This year the
Premier decided that now was the time for
this State to break free from the restric-
tions of the Grants Commission. The
proposed alteration of the grants formula
from the basis of a two-State standard to
a four-State standard would have been a
disadvantage to Western Australia; and
increasing mineral royaltles would have
rapidly reduced the amounts received from
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the Grants Commission; so the Premier's
decision was a wise one, and now Western
Australia is enabled to stand on its own
two feet.

Our new status will not be free from
problems, but it will certainly give the
Government more freedom of action to
increase our efforts in many fields, especi-
ally in education, housing, and social wel-
fare, and less excuse for not making cer-
tain that every Western Australian is
suitably housed and reasonably provided
for, if his or her circumstances are mnot
comparable with those of the majority of
our citizens. During its term of office the
present Government has tackled many of
the problems that come with the high
natural and net migration increases in the
ponulation, which now give our State the
highest pereentage rate of overall pspula-
tion growth in Australia.

The Government has done well, buf it
must not close its eyes—as sometimes Gov-
ernments do in the hustle and bustle of
progress and development—to the needs of
the people in the community who are in
unfortunate circumstances through no
fault of their own. Many of these veople
have not recovered from the economic
effects of the depression, from the results
of war, or from some other unfortunate
event in their lives. Sickness, accident, or
a family bersavement all leave their
mark; and where the hreadwinner of the
family has bkeen taken by illness, or by a
careless motorist, not one, bui two, three,
or more lives become seriously affected.
Who are these people in the community?
Where are they? What is being done for
them? Does anybody really care about
them?

These are the questions we must all ask
ourselves in this Parliament, and these are
the questions the Government must
examine. As a new non-claimant State,
Western Australia is presented with the
opportunity to take the initiative and
establish a new pattern of community wel-
fare for all States to follow, notwith-
standing Commonwealth. activity in this
field, such as the recent legislation approv-
ing co-operation with the States in regard
to assisting deserted wives and unmarried
mothers.

It is often said that progress and de-
velopment bring prosperity to everyhody,
but is & promise for tomarrow enough for
the many people in our State with little
income and poor living conditions? They
do not want to see their lives pass by under
the constant stress of near hardship con-
ditions. They want to enjoy life now, even
if it is in a simple and quiet way. Any-
thing we can do to make their lot any
gett-er and their lives any easier, we should

0.

The first administrative step that cculd
be taken is 4 simple one, The designation
of the Minister for Child Welfare shouid
be altered to that of Minister far sozial
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welfare or Minister for community wel-
fare, and then possibly bracketed with the
pertfolio of the Minister for Housing. The
housing question is at the bottom of many
of our social problems in Western Australia
and the handling of these two matters by
the same Minister would start off a new
social programme on a sound basis.

Today we are lamentably short of infor-
mation concerning the social problems
and needs of our less fortunate people;
and the next step must he a complete sur-
vey of the needs and living conditions of
the people of lesser income. Such an in-
vestigation could be carried out in several
ways. The Government could set up a
committee to heay evidence; it could invite
confidential submissions from private citi-
zens; it couid consuli community groups
now handling some welfare problems; or
it enuld seek the co-operation of the Uni-
versity and its students to conduct a wide
survey.

Inguiries could relate to income and out-
goings, and to the fype of accommodation
and the rents paid. We could find out
what accommodation was needed; or, in
the case of people who owned their own
accommodation, whether they were in-
terested in being yehoused in new Govern-
ment projects, From all this could come
a great deal of information about social
problems and housing needs. This would
establish a pattern that could be exam-
ined hy the Minister. If previously we had
been abie to accurately assess housing
needs, then today's difficuliies might not
have existed. We are not sure of our
proplems of tomorrow, bhecause no-one
really knows what are our housing ngeds
today.

The State Housing Commission’s statis-
tics are simply statistics that tell us how
many people have applied for accommoda-
tion, They relate only to specific incomes
and they do not provide for earlier mar-
riagcs or uncxpected higher migration in-
flow; nor do they tell us about young
people living with in-laws and friends.
Whaiever figures might result from any
survey, we know now that many clder
preople would welcome a rehousing system
which transferred them from their present
conditions where they live singly in multi-

edroom homes because ho single-unit
accommodation for economic purchase or
renting can be found.

Some of those people are living in rental
accommodation which is highly unsatis-
factory by any standards, and others are
living in betier accommodation but at high
rentals which wreck domestic budgets. In
fairness to the Government I should point
out that it has taken steps to try to meet
the housing problem, but possibly without
realising how big the problem is. The
recent announcement relating to the plans
of the State Heusing Commission to step
up its rate of development to where the
construction of flats and medium-density
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housing will represent about 50 per cent,
of its annual building operations is wel-
come news, The 450-unit project for
Fremantle and the Premier’s latest pro-
posals will ease the problem, bui more
of these projects should be planned for
the immediate future even if it means
fewer commercial or Government huildings.

I believe that the interests of many
people would be well served if the Gov-
ernment gave thought to high and medium
density flats and home unit construction, in
co-operation with private industry, right
alongside the city where the required ser-
vices are already in existence, and where
they now serve a hotch-potch area of old
homes and ramshackle commercial build-
ings.

In areas located only one, two, or three
miles from the city centre a complete
rehousing programme should be under-
takenn. Home owners could be resited in
home units on the original locations cor
nearby. This would be particularly help-
ful to the home-owning pensioners whose
assets would remain almost the same, and
whose pensions would not be affected—as
they would be if they sold out and moved to
rented accommodation, or if they moved
in with relatives or friends. The Gov-
ernment could build home units and flats
in these areas which have the advantage
of existing services, and which have easy
access to shopping facilities, to transport,
to medical and hospital services, to Gov-
ernment offices, fo city entertainments,
and to social and cultural centres.

Such a building programme could house
thousands of people close to the city, and
it would reduce traffic congestion by the
greater use of short distanee bus services.
The older people of the community would
be living in areas with which they had
become familiar over many years; they
would b2 handy to the city they know
s0 well—a city in which they can move
with confidence despite, in some cases,
failing sight, imperfect hearing, or failing
health. Surely this is better for these
people than to transfer them to some
remote suburb where they would have dif-
ficulty in making new friends, from where
it would be too expensive for them to go
into town, and from where the journey to
town would be too lohg to enable them
to aveid easily the rush hour periods.

The housing of many of these people
would, I suggest, release a lot of other
accommodation which is suitable for the
transient housing of families and other
people seeking temporary accommodation.
I hope the Government will have a look
at the ideas T have put forward,

I now refer to questions concerning the
Jounger people of our State: the drinking
age, the voting &ge, and the age of
majority. There has been agitation for
a reduction of the drinking age from 21
to 18 years. It has been discussed as

n

though this is a must before youhg peaple
can acquire a proper status in the com-
munity. It has, in an enhdeaver to gather
support for the reduction of the age, been
related to other demands for our young
people. What would happen if the age
for military service was raised to 22 or
23 vears? Would there be new agitation to
raise the permissible drinking age to 22
or 23 years? Surely the age of any area
of responsibility should mnot fluctuate
according to military needs. It has not
fic;ne s0 in other countries, as I shall show
ater.

One argument which has heen presented
is that many young people break the law
now, and as the law is obviously hard to
enforce we should reduce the drinking age
to 18 years., BSpeeding laws are hard to
enforce, the laws relating to crime are
hard to enforece, and all laws are hard to
enfarce. That is the very reason we have
laws, because they are needed. If we did
reduce the drinking age, where would the
safeguards he for those under 18 years
of age? How long would it be before
so many of them broke the new law that
someone would suggest that the age be
lowered to 16 years?

In other countries all the evidence indi-
cates that easier availability simply means
greater consumption and more problems.
In only six of the American States is the
legal drinking age 18 years, and then the
right is restricted only to beer, which has
a lower aleoholic content than the beer
of Western Australia. The lowering of the
drinking age will confer no benefits on the
young people of the community. It will
not promote their future careers; it will
not make them more intellipent or more
capable of facing life’s problems along the
way; it will not make them healthier; yet
it could well increase the possibility of
their being less healthy. For my part I
would bhe satisfied to see the drinking age
remain as it is. The young people should
not be in a hurry te be with the *“in"
group. They may live for another 50 or
more vears, 50 they will have plenty of
time to partake of liguor if they wish.

I think the really important question .
in relation to our young people is that of
the age of majority. Surely the citizens
of our community and the Government
should be locking at the desirability or
otherwise of changing the law in relation
to contracts made by young persons under
21 and to their power to hold and dispose
of property, and to make wills, and in
relation to marriage by such persons.

Historically, the age of majority has
changed in the light of circumstances, so
today there may be a doubt as to how
accurately the ages of 21, 15, or 25—the
majority ages in different periods—ever
really reflected the needs and maturity
of young people. It is not for us, however,
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to compare today with yesterday. We
must observe the young as they are today
and see if the law fits them as well as it
should.

I suggest to the Government that it
should give consideration to examining
the whole aspect of the age of majority
as it applies to the young people of West-
ern Australia. Any unnecessary or xe-
strictive anomalies in the laws of this
State, as they now stand, would be re-
vealed, and an assessment could be made
of the social aspect of the age of 21 in
relation to the young people of today,
how they live, what they need, what they
are like, and how mafure they are.

Many people believe that the with-
holding of responsibility from the younger
persons of responsible age could be a fac-
tor in making them antisocial. Some
people who are delingquent will remaip
that way whether the age of majority is
21, or less; but we must consider legislat-
ing for the vast majority of young people
who want to be treated as sensible people
in the community.

The British Medical Association has
reported that there are no psychological
reasons for placing the age of majority
at 21, or any psychological objections to
lowering the age. Its view is that the
adolescent of today matures earlier than
in previous generations. Like others, the
B.M.A. has pointed ouf that there could
be serious ill-effects from the withhold-
ing of responsibility from those ready for
it. :

We must not imagine that here in
Western Australia we are away behind
the rest of the world in this regard. When
we examine existing world standards and
look, perhaps, at the exceptions, first we
find that in Russia the general age of
majority is 18, while in Japan it is 20.
In Japan one votes at the age of 20, and
in Russia, if one can call the system
‘“voting” as the free world knows it, the
people vote at 18.

In the United States, the voting age is
21, except in a small number of State
elections. In 34 States the age of msajor-
ity is 21; in nine it is 21 for males and
18 for females, with the voting age for
both groups. being 21; and there are two
States where the age of majority is 18,
but voting is still at 21. In one of these—
Kentucky—the majority age of 18 has the
proviso that it does not apply to the pur-
chase of alcohol. In Australia, France,
Great Pritain, Ireland, Italy, New Zealand,
Sweden, and West Germany the age of
mejority is 21 and the voting age is
also 21.

From these statistics it can be seen that
Australia does not lag behind other coun-
tries of the western world by maintaining
the age of majority and the voting age
at 21. This should not, however, inhibit
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our approach to the question of the chang-
ing needs of the young peaple of our com-
munity and the need to have a good look
at the guestion of the age of majority.

Finally, I turn to the election in Kim-
berley, which was attacked by the Leader
of the Opposition in this debate last
Wednesday—Kimberley, where the people
elected o this Parliament a well-known,
energetic, qualified, good-looking, and
clean-cut young Australian in the person
of Alan Ridge. Despite the protestation
of the Leader of the Opposition, it is quite
clear that the Labor ¢andidate, Mr. Rhati-
gan, was soundly defeated by this bright
young Liberal candidate.

A comparison between the 1965 and
1968 voting figures is the soundest evi-
dence that we have heard so far in this
matter. In 1968, the Labor candidate
bettered his 1865 figures in only five
booths; and, even then, his combined total
improvement over the five booths was only
24 votes—one, four, nine, six, and four.
At the very same flve booths, Mr. Ridge
bettered the previous Liberal figures by
a total of 263 votes; namely, 127, 12, 82,
7, and 35.

Mr. Ridge, as the Liberal candidate, im-
proved his party’s vote out of all sight. I
make this point because the Leader of the
Opposition based his attack on the elec-
tion result in Kimberley on the ground
that trends in the voting at certain poliing
booths were very favourable to Mr. Ridge.

Perhaps I can quote the Leader of the
Opposition from Hansard as follows:—

Those members who have been
through a series of elections will know
that there is a trend in elections. One
finds it in one box and it cah be car-
ried through to another.

What was the trend in Kimberley? In
Derby, Mr. Ridge nearly doubled the
previous Liberal vote from 135 in 1965 to
262 in 1968. Af{ Kununurra, Mr. Ridge
doubled the 1985 vote irom 83 to 165. At
Wyndham, Mr. Ridge nearly doubled the
vote again, this time from 66 to 115.

Surely these figures establish a trend of
some significance, especially when one
realises that lower total votes were re-
corded in Kimberley in this year’s election,
as compared with 1965—and this year Mr.
Rhatigan had the assistanze of number
one place on the bhallot paper. So if we
accept many Labor Party theories about
the advantage this gives, it makes Mr.
Rhatigan’s figures worse than ever, and
the trend for Mr. Ridge more prongunced.

Surely the Leader of the Opposition's
case falters on the very polnt on which he
based his attack—trends in the voting.
The two polling booths on which the
Leader of the Opposition concentrated his
attention were Mowanjum Misslon and
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Gogo Station, where the strong trend to-
ward Mr. Ridege in Derby, Kununurra, and
Wyndham was even more strongly reflec-
ted.

If we take Gogo first and ighore all this
talk of bribery, rumours, lack of evidence,
etc., and look at the real facts—the figures
of the voting—we find that Mr. Ridge re-
ceived 41 votes and Mr. Rhatigan nine.
These figures included the combined Gogo-
La Grange poll—29 votes at Gogo and 22
at La Grange. I think this would give
approximately 24 votes to Mr. Ridge at
one booth, and certzinly an equal propor-
tion of the votes at the other polling hooth,

The Leader of the Opposition makes a
fuss because the local officer in charge of
adult education conducted what we would
call a civic affairs class where he tried to
explain the purpose of voting and the
method of voting. To remove any question
of political bias, Mr. Jones referred to the
imaginary candidates as “Apple” and
“QOrange.” It can be presumed that Mr.
Jones, & schoolteacher, had some know-
ledge of the system of preparation for elec-
tions in Papua, New Guinea, and other
developing countries where these pre-
election classes for native voters are vital
for the smooth running of the poll.

In these elections, much use is made of
symbols and photographs. So I cannot
see why, as the Leader of the Opposition
suggests, the teaching work of Mr. Jones
should inhibit his appointment as a pre-
siding officer.

‘The pattern of voting at Gogo was
established in 1965 when the Liberal can-
didate received 34 votes and Mr. Rhatigan
three. In the Legislative Council poll, the
Liberal candidate received 32 and Mr, Wise
four. In the recent election Mr. Ridge re-
ceived 41 and Mr. Rhatigan 9. I have
had to break down that combined total as
a result of a question answered today.
The estimated figures are 24 at Gogo for
Mr. Ridge, and five for Mr. Rhatigan,
while at La Grange, the estimated figures
are 18 for Mr. Ridge, and four for Mr.
Rhatigan.

These figures establish a patiern of vot-
ing at the booths where natives represent
the majority of voters, when they are
placed alongside the 1968 figures for
Mowanjum—38 for Mr. Ridge and four for
Mr. Rhatigan. The Leader of the Oppos-
ition's allegation that the voting pattern
at Mowanjum was completely unrelated to
voting elsewhere is not substantiated by
the figures of the other booths I mention-
ed earlier.

If we examine the 1968 flgures for the
two booths, and the 19656 figures for Gogo
Station, the question that Immediately
comes to mind is what happened at
Mowanjum in 1965. This is where the
allegations of the Leader of the Opposition
take us.
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Leaving that aspect, I want to turn to
one of the points made by the Leader of
the Opposition. Sections 131, 132, and 133
of the Elecforal Act cover adjournments of
the poll. There is no specific mention of
closing for lunch, but the presiding officer
(Mr. Archer) made this decision and ad-
journed the poll for a short time. It seems
0 me that he was within his rights; and
I think it is fortunate he did adjourn and
take the ballot box and papers with him,
because it meant that at no time was the
ballot box out of his sight. One can well
imagine what might have been said by the
Opposition if the situation had been other-
wise.

It is the Rev. John Watts who is under
fire from the Leader of the Opposition for
segating the native interpreter (Alan
Mungulu) within the poliing booth just
inside the daoor. Interprzters are used in
Papua and New Guinea, and in many places
two or three interproters have to be used
to translate the dialect of a particular
area into Pidegin and English, Wihen the
voting takes place the native voter goes up
and whispers in the ear of the returning
officer, who marks the ballot paper.

The Electoral Act in this State provides
in section 129-—as the Leader of the Oppo-
sition has pointed out—that a person
selected by the voter can assist a voter, and
once the paper is marked according to the
instructions of the elector, the person
assisting shall quit the booth. This usually
happens unless there are two persons to
be assisted by the same person.

The assistant presiding officer at Mowan-
jum {(the Reyv. John Watts) permitted an
interpreter in the person of Alan Mungutu,
who had apparently acted in a similar
capacity before, to assist any native voter
requiring assistance to complete a ballot
paper.

Alan Mungulu is an invalid pensioner,
crippled by polio. He is reasonably weil
educated, and he can speak and write Eng-
lish. Was it unreasonable for the Rev.
John Waltts, in a sense of compassion in-
grained in him over the years, to seek to
avoid the necessity for Mungulu to techni-
cally comply with the words “shall quil
the polling place” after each native had
received Mungulu’s assistance?

The evidence is that Alan Mungulu was
under the eyes of both serutineers during
the poll. Surely this type of flexibility
could be regarded only -as a technical
breach of the Act in the local circum-
stances! Under the Commonwealth Act,
the presiding officer can permit a person
to stay in the polling booth only as long
as the presiding officer wishes. Therefore,
while pur Act does not contain that pro-
vision, a comparison of the two Acts cer-
tainly indicates some Hexibility.

An occurrence in this year's election in
New Guinea shows why there must be
some flexibility in the Act. A canoe carry-
ing ballot papers overturned and the sealed
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box fell into the water completely saturat-
ing the marked ballo} papers. The elec-
tions in New Guinea are open for some
weeks because of transport communication
problems and, therefore, this particular hox
could not be apened until the final day of
the poll on the 16th March,

The returning officer’s wife—an un-
authorised person no doubt—-put the nozzle
of her hair dryer into the ballot paper slot
and for two days blew hot air into the box
to dry the ballot papers.

Following the pattern of his remarks in
this debate, the Leader of the Opposition
would probably quote section 190 of the
Electoral Act which provides penalties for
“unlawful interference with a ballot hox
and ballot paper” and the member for
Belment would supply the House with one
of those interjections of his, “Highly ir-
regular.”

Incidents such as these illustrate why
there must be some flexibility to suit a
particular circumstance; and they show
why the seating of Alan Mungulu just in-
side the door of the Mowanjum polling
booth was simply common sense.

The Leader of the Opposition made the
point that native voters were given ballot
papers without having been questioned as
required by law. If he can assure me that
every voter in his own electorate was asked
the same questions he refers to, then, and
not till then, will I accept his objection as
valid.

I hope the Leader of the Opposition,
although carefully absolving the new
member for Kimberley of any responsibil-
ity, realises that, by casting doubts on the
validity of votes at the election and on
the integrity of certain people in the
Kimbherley electorate, he has made the
arrival of Mr. Ridge info this Parliament
a little more uncomfortable than it might
have been.

Alan Mungulu may never Know that the
Leader of the Opposition, and the member
for Belmont by a very unkind interjection,
reflected on his integrity. Mungulu and
others must remain defenceless against
this attack from the other side of the
House. I trust that time will erase the
matter from the minds of most people, but
we all know that once the word is spoken
in this Assembly it is recorded in Hansard
forever-—the best of our debates and the
worst, In the last category, I place these
unwarranted inferences about Alan Mun-
gulu, the Rev, John Watts, Mr. Jones, the
school teacher, and the native voters
themselves; and despite the Leader of the
Opposition’s earlier qualification, the
whole matter reflects on the new member
for Kimberley who is as innocent in this
matter as any other person mentioned by
the Leader of the Opposition.

It is because those people have no de-
fence that I have stood up in this Parlia-
ment and dgmnlished——one by one—the
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specious arguments put forward by the
Leader of the Opposition; points that
could only be described as the flimsiest of
circumstaniial evidence in any case, and
points so rightly dismissed as trivial by
the Chief Electoral Officer in his 1eply to
the Leader of the Opposition.

Having put Mowanjum and Gogo to
rest, could I conclude by expressing my
thanks, Mr. Speaker, to all the people -
who have made me welcome in this House.
The staff have heen a great help despite
my tendency to occasionally lapse into
comparisons with the Federal parliament-
ary system,

During my election campaign, I told
the electors of Mirrabooka what I staod
for, and I still stand for the same things
now that I have been elected. I will do
my best to serve well the interests of my
electors and the people of Western Aus-
tralia, and in doing this I look forward
to an 1nterest1ng career in this Parlia-
ment.

MR. HARMAN (Maylands) [5.31 p.m.1:
Mr, Speaker, I wish to formally congra-
tulate you on your election to the office of
Speaker. I also wish to congratulate the
Chairman of Committees upon his election,
and I congratulate the other new members
of this House on their election. For me,
the position which I now hold is the attain-
ment of a career to which I have long
aspired, and to have achieved this posi-
tion is a great thrill to me, and I am
sure that other members also enjoy this
feeling.

My opponent at the election was a
former member of this House—Mr. Bob
Marshall-—and I am certain he enjoyed
the confidence and respect of all members.
Shortly befare the election campaign the
tragic death of Mr. Marshall’s wife infliected
a great blow on him and his family, I
know we all accorded him the deepest
sympathy possible.

I wish to record my abpreciation and
gratitude to the electors of Maylands for
reposing in me their trust and confidence
by electing me to act as their represen-
tative in this House. I hope that when
an account is taken of my stewardship I
will not be found wanting. I also wish to
record my appreciation to the many
workers who assisted me in my campaign,
They worked tirelessly and, in many cases,
for long hours. When I came to this
House I was very impressed with the
respect and the co-operation extended to
me by the staff, and that impression still
remains with me.

I take my seat here not only as the
member for Maylands, but also as the
representative of a great movement in
Australia—I refer to the Australian Labor
movement. As you know, Mr., Speaker,
this movement was born in the last decade
of the last century. Since that time the
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movement has grown in strength, wisdom,
and understanding, and has made a tre-
mendous impact upon the social, political,
and industrial life of this country.

The Labor movement is one which a
great number of people in this country
look to and depend upon to see that things
which matter to them receive attention,
and that the great principles of the move-
ment come to fruition. It is a movement
which, over the years, has attracted quite
2 number of men and women into public
life: a life to which, in some cases, they
have given their all.

Those people have worked unceasingly
and tirelessly for the humanitarian
principles of this movement. I hope, as
I now begin to tread the path of public
life—and representing, as I do, the Aus-
tralian Labor Party—that I can tread this
path with the same spirit as that shown by
those who have gone before me.

The Maylands electorate is not one in
which I can boast of any major develop-
ment, as is the case with other members
in this House. However, I e¢an boast
about the people who make up the elec-
torate, and I refer to the people who hold
managerial positions, people in professions,
and people who make up the labour work
force in the area. ‘They are loyal people,
and they are hard working and indus-
trious. One matter that has impressed
me about the people of the electorate is
the great number who are involved in the
many community organisations, societies,
and sporting bodies. Those people give
a considerable portion of their spare time
to help others and for this I think they
should be commended.

Of course, the celectorate does have
problems, and many personal problems,
but tonight I will mention just two of
them. The first matter involves Guildford
Road and Beaufort Street. If one visualises
the Maylands electorate one will realise
that Beaufort Street extends north
through Inglewood, and Guildford Road
eoes through Maylands. The traffic flow
on both of these roads has increased over
the past few years, because of the
development of the suburbs north of Ingle-
wood and beeause Guildford Road is one of
the two access roads into Perth from the
country area. Also, there has been a rapid
increase in vehicle ownership.

Guildford Road, in particular, carries a
great volume of heavy transport moving
backwards and forwards, day by day, and
of course this flow of traffic will increase.
We know it is planned to build a freeway
from the vicinity of the East Perth gas
works, across Burswoad Island and the
old Maylands aerodrome, to link up with
Guildford Road near Bassendean.

However, this project is not listed for
implementation until 1985. The conten-
tion of the electors of Maylands is that 1f
it will take another 17 years to decrease
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the volume of traffic through the elector-
ate, then the Government should remove
some of the traffic hazards which exist
along Guildford Road and Beaufort Street;
it should plan for the security and safety
of the people who use the roads and live in
the area. Many of those people are elder-
ly. If it will be 17 years before anything
can be done about a freeway, it is fair
enough for the Government to take steps
now to put in pedestriann overways, or
actuated crossing lights. I hope the Gov-
ernment will take account of this request
and endeavour to implement some of these
safety measures as soon as possible.

The second matter I wish to refer to is
the question of housing and land. I know
this subject has been canvassed in the
House over the past few sittings, but it is
one which concerns a number of electors
in Maylands. I would be {failing in my
duty if I did not again press home to the
Government this erisis—if you like—which
has been reached in housing and land
prices.

The problem aflects at least three groups
of people. Firstly, it aflects parents who
have children of marriageable age, or
children who have been married for some
moenths or, possibly, a year or two and
who are living at home with the parents
and creating the obvious problem which
occur when young married couples live
with their parents. The problem also
concerns the parents of children who are
approaching marriageable age, bhecause
they are not able to give the children any
financial suppert to assist them in the
purchase of a block of land, or to get them
established in a project home.

It is also a problem tp many of the
young married couples who are living in
flats. Numbers of these young couples
have stressed to me the problem they face
because they are unable to get a home or

- because they are unable to buy a block of

land. In many cases. when young couples
live in flats, the wife has to eo out to work
to earn the extre money which Is needed
to pay the rent of the flat.

Some of these voung wives have told me
that they do not want to live that type of
life, that they want to have a family. That
is the reason they got married, but they
are prevented from having a family be-
cause it Is necessary for them to go to
work. I think it is fair enough that those
people should complain, and it is also fair
enough that I should bring the complaint
te this House.

The third category which the housing
situation affects is the migrant population
living in my electorate. Many of those
migrants have been here for a number of
yvears. I know of many migrants who, as
soon as they arrived in this State, applied
for a State Housing Commission home and
whose applications were accepted. How-
ever, they are complaining that they have
been on the waiting list for two, three,
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and in some cases just over three, vears
and still have not got a home. I have
pointed out to them that this is the situ-
ation which applies generally in Western
Australia. Because of the policy of the
Government, people are not able to get g
home for at least three years.

I now wish to refer to the Federal pas-
toral award. On the 15th September, 1967,
a very important industrial award was
handed down by Commissioner Dongvan
in the Commonwealth Conciliation and
Arbitration Commission, sitting in Sydney.
For the first time this award provided that
full-blgod aborigines would be granted
coverage under the award, and that the
rates of pay and conditions applicable in
the award would apply to them. However,
there were some complications attached to
this proposal. The first complication I
wish to bring to the attentlon of this
House concerns the position of the em-
ployee,

Under ¢lass 5, which is headed “Parties
bound” it states—
(b) This award shall be binding on
employers in respect of employees
who are members of the union,

That is the Australian Workers Union.
It continues—
(c) Employees shall be bound by this
award only when employed by
employers bound by this award.

This means that to receive the benefits
of this award full-blood aborigines must
he members of the Australian Workers
Union. Therefore, at some time bhefore
the award comes into operation, they
have to join the Australian Workers
Union. But the award will not apply to
full-blood aborigines until the lst Decem-
ber, 1968.

Therefore, if there is to be a smooth
transition from the sifuation which now
exists, where station aborigines are paid
whatever the station management feels
like paying them, to a situation where, if
they are members of the Australian
Workers Union the managements are
bound to apply the rates of pay under
the award, it is ohvious some action will
have fo be taken to ensure that at least
in the beginning conferences are held
between all the parties econcerned so that
i1o-one is in a position where he does not
know what is going on and what those
concerned are trying to achieve.

I can remember some years ago when
representatives of the Australian Workers
Union visited stations to enrol aborigines
—that is, aborigines of less than full-
blood—for the union so that those people
cotulld receive the benefits of the award.
I can also remember some occasions when
a representative visited the station and
asked the management, “How many
aborigines have you working here?” and
he was told, “I have five, and if you want
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to see them you will have to go down the
track about 10 miles, through one fence,
then through the next fence, then
through the next fence on the left, over
a ramp and then you will find yourself
in a paddock about 10 miles square. They
are in there somewhere mustering cattle
or sheep,” or whatever it might have been.

In effect, it was virtually impossible
for a union representative, without co-
operation from the management of a
station, even to interview aboriginal
stockmen. Then, of course, the union
representative had to go through the pro-
cess of explaining to the aborigines the
advantages of jeining the unien, and
money was obtained to enable them to
join. However, it was a difficult opera-
tion.

On this occasion, of course, the Aus-
tralian Workers Union will be obliged to
recruit aboriginal stockmen to join the
union; because, as I said before, it is to
the advantage of the aboriginal stockmen
to hecome members of the union.

I suggest there should be a concerted
effort by the Government to ensure that
this transition takes place as smoothly
as possible. I know some difficulties are
involved because of distances, particularly
in the Kimberley area where many sta-
tions are some distance from the main
centres and, in some cases, even difficult
to get to. This means that the task will
not be easy, but it is net impossible.

I am sure the Minister for Native Wel-~
fare does not want to see a situation de-
velop some time jn the early future where
aborigines are retrenched from stations,
and are brought into the towns; where
satellite reserves are set up, and arrange-
ments are made to feed the people and
put them on the dole. I am sure that
is not a situation the Minister wants to
see; and I feel certain the Government
as a whole wants to ensure thaf abori-
ginal stockmen receive the advantages of
the award to which I have referred.

None of us can be proud of the fact that
in years gone by, and even up to the pre-
sent time, we have had a group of people
—some 1,800, at least—employed in an
industry but not covered by any award—
and not even receiving the basic wage. 1
shall be asking the Minister in the future
regarding developments that are taking
place to ensure that the Pastoralists and
Graziers Association, the management of
stations in the Kimberleys, and in some of
the other areas, the Department of Labour
—if it is involved, and possibly the De-
partment of Labour and National Service,
if it is involved—are making the best pos-
sible progress to bring about a smooth
transition without any hardship being
created or retrenchments applying on the
stations, particularly in the Kimberley
area,
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The last matter I wish to discuss is the
question of land rights for aborigines. This
is a topical subject at the moment—one
that is gathering momentum, particularly
in the Eastern States—and I see no reason
why, in the time to come, it will not be
discussed quite freely in Western Aus-
tralia. The history of land rights or land
compensation for aborigines is not an im-
pressive one by any means. We know that
in 1829, when the colony was founded, al-
though the British Government of the time
made some very high-sounding statements
about the attitude towards the 1local
aborigines, in practice the early colonists—
the early settlers of Western Australia—did
not carry out those high-sounding prin-
ciples. For a start, no mention was made
about compensation for aborigines or of
land titles being issued to aborigines, even
though those people were the original in-
habitants of this country.

In fact, it was not until 1890 that legis-
lation was passed in Western Australia,
and confirmed by the British Government,
to provide reserves for aborigines. In pass-
ing this legislation the terms used were
that reserves could be established for the
use and benefit of aborigines. There was
no mention made about titles to those re-
serves or about compensation in some form
or other heing paid to the aborigines of
this State.

Since then, of course, reserves have been
established and, in fact, they now cover 6
per cent. of the total area of Western
Australia, But these are reserves which are
under the confrol of the Minister, or the
Government, and they can be increased
or decreased in area, portions can be ex-
cised from them, and they can be can-
celled altogether. So, it can be seen the
aborigines do not have a strong title to
their reserves.

On the 4th March, 1966, the Premier
made what I thought was a very signifi-
cant statement. The Press report read—

The State Government will set aside
for the welfare of natives a propor-
tion of the royalties on minerals
taken from native reserves. Premier
Brand said in a statement issued from
his office yesterday, that some mining
companies were showing interest in
the mineral potential of native reserves
and the reserves covered nearly 6 per
cent, of the State. The percentage of
royalties for the native welfare fund
would depend on circumstances.

Of course, since then, to my knowledge,
the Premier has not announced what per-
centage of the rovalties would be paid to
the native welfare fund. However, it is a
significant statement that the bprineiple
has been accepted by this Government that
a proportion of royalties coming from min-
ing operations on native reserves will he
pald into a native welfare fund. This is
something for which the aborigines have
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been flghting for some considerable time—
some recognition that anything coming
from their land which atfracts a royalty
payment should be of benefit to the natives
concerned. They believe that some percen-
tage of the rovalty payment should go into
2 native welfare fund. No doubt the Pre-
mier will get around to announcing what
percentage of the royalty will he paid into
this fund.

The next peint is a statement made by
the Minister for Native Welfare on the
gth July, 1968. The heading in the paper
is, “No Demand in W.A., says Lewis.” The
article goes on—

There had been no demand for
Aboriginal land rights in W.A,, Native
Welfare Minister Lewis said yesterday.

I do not think land rights are neces-
sary for Aborigines in W.A., or that
they need ownership of land, he sald.

There have been no moves made to
obtain land and if there were we
would have to be satisfled that there
was a real need.

I was a little surprised at that statement
because I thought moves had been made
in Western Australia by some ahboriginal
leaders to get further recognition on the
question of land rights. I know agitation
has come from some of the aboriginal
leaders in Perth, and this question has
been discussed with me by other aborigines
in Western Australia. So, contrary fo the
Minister, I feel there is an agitation in
Western Australia to do something posi-
tive about land rights for aborigines.

I put it to the Government that it now
has a golden opportunity to do something
about the question without much expense
being involved. It could decide that the
present native reserves—and I refer only
to the large reserves, not those on the
periphery of towns—shall be vested in an
aboriginal trust; and the Government
could loock at the possibility of having
aborigines on the trust. Already the
Minister has six consultative commitiees
throughout the State, and I suggest that
one person from each of those commitiees
could be selected as a member of the
aboriginal trust, subject, of course, to the
Minister, as most trusts or boards are, If
that were done the Government would be
doing something positive about saying,
“All right, we recognise we have a re-
sponsibility, and we are carrying out this
responsibility by vesting our native re-
serves in a trust.” We would then, of
course, be doing something similar to what
has been done in South Australia, where
recently legislation was approved to estab-
lish something similar to what I am now
suggesting.

I feel we should not wait until the other
States go ahead and do something about
land rights. If we are to be one of the
leaders in this country, why should we not
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look at this question now and vest the
reserves in the trust I have mentioned,
and give it an opportunity to decide how
it would like the reserves to be treated;
whether it would like to see people go in
to develop these areas for the purpose of
mineral, pastoral, or agricultural activities,
or anything else. We should give the trust
the opportunity to discuss these problems
and put up recommendations to the Gov-
ernment.

I believe the aboriginal people should he
given more opportunity to decide what
they want done, A number of things
could flow from the establishment of an
aboriginal trust. The trust could become
a body in Western Australia which would
make a stand for aborigines, quite apart
from any Government sponsorship, Such
a trust could also disseminate information
with an aboriginal slant; it eguld put
things in the correct perspective; and it
could be the body to handle the Common-
wealth money which, I believe, is to be
made available for special projects. Such
a trust could approve of these projects,
whether they be agricultural, pastoral or
(iindustrial; it could decide what should be

one.

It is possible that its activities would
phase out the Department of Native Wel-
fare as such, This is something which
has been a plank of the Australian Labor
Party platform for a great number of
years. I refer, of course, to the estab-
lishment of a State social welfare depart-
ment which would deal with all the people
in Western Australia irrespective of their
colour, class, or creed.

Such a department would have its ad-
vantages because, as members know, most
country towns, particularly in the great
southern area, have a child welfare officer
a5 well as a native welfare officer. Both
these officers carry out similar functions
in the social welfare field. There are
times when this could prove embarrassing
for certain people, particularly those who
are less than quarter-blood aborigines.

A person could be married to a native
who is a native in law. If a person who is
a native in law is, for argument’s sake, sent
to prison, the wife becomes the applicant
for assistance. The husband—who is the
hreadwinner, and a native in law—may
have been attending the Department of
Native Welfare, and though the wife may
have become aware of this contact between
the native in law and the officer concerned
she cannot, in the event of some problem
arising, approach the Department of
Native Welfare; she must go to the Child
Welfare Department for assistance.

Some of these situations can be most
embarrassing. 'There could be a family of
seven children, four of whom are commit-
ted to the Child Welfare Department, which
takes over the responsibility for their well-
being. Although the Department of Native

[ASSEMBLY.]

Welfare maintains contact with the family,
the four children are the responsibility of
the Child Welfare Department and not the
Depariment of Native Welfare.

Tl'.nex.‘e are many instances where there is
administrative overlapping between these
two departments. I would never agree to
the Department of Native Welfare ceasing
to exist, unless something in the nature
of an aboriginal trust were established,
so that the aborigines of Western Aus-
tralia could look to the trust as being com-
posed of aboriginal people interested in the
affairs of such people.

A sotigl welfare department could take
over the social problems that involve the
aboriginal people and other people in this
country who are in need. I agree with the
comments of the member for Mirrabooka
when he suggests the setting up of a social
welfare department. As I have said, this
has been the platform of the Lahor Party
for 2 number of years, With those few
remarks I thank you, 8ir, and members
generally for the tolerance they have dis-
played tonight.

MR. KITNEY (Blackwood) [68 pm.]: I
would first like to congratulate you, Mr.
Speaker, on being eleeted f{o your high
office in this House. Having heard the
comments made by the Premier, the
Deputy Premier, and the Leader of the
Opposition, I feel certain you have the
complete confidence and respect of all
parties and of all members of this House.

At this point I would like to make some
reference to a previous Speaker of the
House whoe was a member in this Chamber
for some 18 years. He spent the last nine
vears as Speaker of the House. It is quite
obvious that during that period he made
many friends and performed his duties par-
ticularly well.

I do not know whether all members are
aware of the fact, but recently Her Majesty
the Queen saw fit to confer the title of
“The Honourable” on Mr, Hearman. That
surely proves that there is a great appre-
ctation for the work he performed as a
member of this Parliament.

I would also like to thank all members of
the House for the manner in which they
received and accepted me as a new member.
When I first came here I was not sure
whether I was famous or infamous. I en-
tered the Chamber with a certain amount
of trepidation: it was a very difficult time
indeed for me. I very much appreciate the
manner in which members have assisted
and accepted me.

The members of the staff have also been
very willing to help, and I appreciate their
assistance very much indeed. I would also
like to congratulate the member for Kim-
berley for the manner in which he moved
the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-Reply on opening day. If it is
an ordeal for a new member to make his
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first speech in Parliament, it certainly must
be a far greater ordeal for & new member
to do so on opening day.

I listened with keen interest to the
speech made by the member for Kimberley,
particularly when he set out the develop-
ment that has taken place in the Kimber-
ley area, and the potential for develop-
ment that exists there in the future. When
the Kimberley region has been mentioned
in the past it has tended to conjure up a
picture of hoofs and horns and stockmen;
but having heard the honourabhle member’s
speech, and being aware of the develop-
ment taking place in that area at the
moment, we realise it has a wonderful
potential.

I understand that in the past new mem-
bers have had the opportunity and the
privilege to visit some of these areas, and
I hope that the new members of this Par-
liament may at some future date have a
similar opportunity to make a trip to the
Kimberley area.

I now wish to make some reference to
the electorate which 1 represent, The
electorate of the member for Warren and
the electorate I represent are in the same
area and, as a result, what I have tc say
may run along the same lines as the re-
marks already made hy the member for
Warren. I would first like to make a com-
ment—perhaps unnecessarily—that people
are generally aware of the position of the
farmer today. His producis go onto the
world markets which, of course, are ex-
tremely competitive. The farmer takes
the price he is given; he has no real say
in the price he will receive for his produect.
He merely hopes for the hest.

The farmer’s production costs are com-
pletely beyond his control, and most of the
equipment, chemicals, and so on, which he
requires to make his production possible
are purchased through tariff protected in-
dustries, Accordingly I feel that in many
respects the farmer is to some extent
subsidising the high standard of living we
enjoy in Aystralia today. ~

I do however think that peaple are per-
haps misled by the announcements they
see in the newspapers from time to time of
the amount of money, or estate, that some
farmer has left after his death. What
pecple do not realise is that the money and
property he has left are the sum total of
a lifetime of work., Generally speaking the
only wealthy farmers I know of today are
those who have already disposed of their
property; or those who have become
wealthy on paper because they have died!

The member for Warren mentioned that
in his area the return on capital invested
is 2.9 per cent. The figure I have here as
an overall total is the last I was able to
acquire, and it shows a return of 3 per
cent. on all farming production throughout
Australia.

-
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We have heard it said repeatedly that
if the farmers are to survive they must
become more efficient and increase their
production. That has been said over and
over again. I think that things have now
reached the point where the Australian
farmer is generally recognised as the most
efficient in the world.

One of the bigger prablems confronting
my own electorate, and the lower south-
west generally, is that the majority of
farmers in those areas are small farmers.
They are holding properties which 10 or
15 years ago were sufficient to return
quite & good living, In those days farmers
who milked 25 cows were making quite a
good living, but today it is necessary for
them to milk 50 cows to earn a comparable
living.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.

Mr, KITNEY: It is only a few short years
ago that the fruit grower who had 10 or
15 acres of orchard was making quite a
handy living, but today he needs at least
twice that acreage to maintain the same
standard of living, because of rising costs.
The problem of these small farmers in
my particular area is that many purchased
their properties quite a few years ago
and they were sufficiently large then to
enable them to make a living. However,
the majority of these farmers are now in
areas surrounded by forest. The farms
have reached the maximum of production
and development, but, because they are
completely encircled by land held by the
Forests Department, which land the
department is very reluctant to release,
the farms, with possibly 150 to 200 acres,
o even fewer acres in some cases, are
completely restricted in regard to any
further expansion, )

Naturally enough, if they desire to sell,
they find very few buyers interested in
taking up a property which shows no
possible prospect of expansion. Eventually
they are left with two alternatives: they
must either sacrifice the land, because no-
one is particularly anxious to buy it, or
they must sell it to the Forests Depart-
ment, which is always keen to buy more
land to extend its pine plantations. This
is {.be only other avenue of disposal avail-
able,

When a farm goes out of production, the
shire suffers because the Forests Depart-
ment pays ne rates on its land. The
business people in the town are also affec-
ted, and so the whole district gradually
begins to suffer the ill-effects.

I think the Government—and parti-
cularly the Lands Department-—should,
wherever possible, -release land to assist
these small farmers to expand.

It is interesting to quote a few figures
concerning the Forests Department. In
the Blackwood Valley at present 5,500
acres are planted to pine, and a further
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11,000 acres are to be planted. The
department is planting this area to pine
at the rate of approximately 1,000 acres
a year, so members can readily appreciate
the expansion which is taking place.

I realise that the department cannot
release land regardless, because it must
consider the State’s future forest require-
ments. However, I feel sure that instances
must arise when jand has reached the
point where it is doubtful whether it is
a good proposition for the department,
Many landholders would dearly love to get
hold of some of this land. For instance,
in the last iour months, if the department
had released all the land requested through
me it would have involved releases in the
vicinity of 1,500 to 2,000 acres.

With regard to the dairying industry,
it is generally agreed that the farmer
producing whole milk is doing quite well,
but in my particular area the greater
number of dairy farmers are involved in
butterfat production. It is generally known
that the butterfat producer is not doing
quite so well.

I remember a woolgrower saying to me
10 to 12 years ago that provided the price
of wool did not fall below 50c a pound
the woolgrower would continue to do
reasonably well. However I can quote the
position of two growers in the area I
represent. One informed me that his
average price of wool last season was 27c
a pound and another gquoted 24c a pound,
so although the number of sheep per acre
has increased in the last 10 years, as well
as the production per head, we can see
that the return to the grower is lower than
necessary for him to make a reasonable
living.

If anyone entered a fruit shop and
studied the price of fruit, he would be
excused for believing that the fruit grower
is making a small fortune. It is interest-
ing to note the wholesale and retail
prices published in The West Australion.
In some cases there is a difference
of 100 to 200 per cent. between the whole-
sale and retail prices. In last Saturday’s
paper it was reported that low-grade gran-
nies were selling at $1 a case. However
the retail price quoted in the next ¢column
that very same day was 9¢ a pound. As
the cases contain a bushel, for which the
wholesaler pays $1, by selling the apples
at 9¢ a pound he receives $3.60.

A little wastage may be involved with
regard to these grannies, but just the same
it seems an exorbitant price that the con-
sumer must pay, It appears therefore that
the farmer can scarcely afford to grow the
primary produce, and the consumer can
scarcely afford to purchase it.

Still on the subject of apples, but this
time on the export side—and the member
for Warren touched on this matter to some
extent—the main problem of the Austral-
ifan grower, and particularly the Western
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Australian grower, is competition on the
overseas markets. He has very strong
competition from South Africa, Argentine
and New Zealand. World production is
ever-increasing, and the situation is furth-
er aflected by the latest cool stores avail-
able in Italy. The big producer there now
finds he can store his fruit right through-
out the season, and the Italiann fruit iz
consequently in as good condition, wher
our frujt reaches the European market, as
it was when it was picked off the trees.

In additlon, South Africa has a 90«¢
freizht advantage over Australia. Lasi
year the freight on apples per case from
Fremanile to the United Kingdom wat
$2.34. Members heard the member fol
Warren last night state that the growe:
received $2.50 a case, 50 consequently the
amount he receives is almost the same a:
the actual freight.

Another point in regard to freight con-
cerns the difference in freight from her
to Singapore and from Donnybrook i«
Derby. The cost per case to Singapore i
$1.30, but that is not so bad. The mem.
ber for Kimberley will be very interestec
to know I sent a case from Donnybrook t
Derby, the freight for which was $1.70. Wi

‘complain about overseas Iireight. How

ever the distance from Doannybrook
Derby i{s much shorter than it is to Singa:
pore, yet the freight is comparatively st
much higher.

It is pleasing to know that the 1968 Wes
Australiah Churchill Fellow has left on 1
five months world tour teo investigat:
apple processing techniques. The amoun
of fruit which is wasted in this State eacl
year is absolutely colossal. Unless a mem:
ber had been in the south-west and seer
the fruit dumped by the ton, he would no
appreciate the tremendous wastage whicl
occurs. Apparently the idea of this over
seas visit is to find some way of utilising
our fruit. . For instance t¢he juice can b
bottled and sold like milk. Apparentl:
there is a demand for this product else
where in the world and there should be |

market for it here, -

Recently a survey carried out in a stor
in Perth revealed that of the 18 differen
products which contained apple in som
shape or form, not ohe was manufacture:
in Western Australia; they were all im
ported from the Eastern States. There
fore we have a long way to go here.

I would now like to make reference t
irrigation because this is one way, particu
larly in my area, by which the small farme
is able to increase his production. In recen
years, in an effort to achieve this Increas
in production, many farmers have installe
their own private schemes. It is interestin
to know that 8,000 acres were irrigate
under private schemes in 1952, but b
1967—15 years later—28,000 acres wer
being irrigated, mainly, of course, for th
production of high-value crops such a
potatoes, apples, and the Hke. However {
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is very doubtful whether it would be a good
proposition in our area to irrigate for
pastures.

It is very gratifying indeed from my
point of view and from that of the settlers
in the Donnybrook area to know that at
last 2 move has been made to dam the
tributaries of the Preston River. Work on
this project will commence in 1869, the
first stage being to construct a dam which
will hold 700 to 1,000 acre feet of water.
This will be constructed on Lyalls Brook,
about two miles north of Mumballup.
Admittedly the water will cost the farmers
$15.00 an acre fcot, but with the high value
of crops, this will still be a great advan-
tage to them, and they are looking forward
to it.

It must be admitied that over the years,
the amount of water which flows down the
Preston River and into the sea is colossal,
and it is very frustrating for settlers to see
all that water go by knowing that hy the
end of December they will be unakle to
pump any water from the river because
it will be practically dry by then.

There has been quite a lot of taik Iately
in regard to the small farmer disappearing
from the Australian scene. It is believed
that as he has only a small unit, it will
become uneconomic and eventually he
must sell. Such farms will he amalgamated
and taken over by larger concerns, and
the small farmer will disappear. If this
does occur, it will be a very sad and sorry
day for Australin, because this country
has bheen developed by these people. 1
think the sam= initiative displayed by
Australians during the war has also been
displayed by these farmers, and they are
now entitled to some support and assist-
ance in order that they might maintain
their farms within cur ecocncmy.

I would like to conclude by thanking
the constituents of the Blackwood area
for having elected me. I only hope I am
able to carry out my duties and work for
them in the way they desire.

MR. BERTRAM (Mi. Hawthorn) [7.45
p.m.}: Mr. Speaker, I take this opportun-
ity, my first to do so, to congratulate you
on your recent election to high cffice;
that is to say, to the position of Speaker
of this Assembly.

It is now four months and more since
the general election and that is sufficient
time to enable one to form some first im-
pressions. The spirit of co-operation and
service which is so noticeable in the staff
of Parliament House is certainly nct the
least of these. Speaking as objectively as
one can in the circumstances, I must say
it has been good to see the energy and en-
thusiasm displayed by my fellow new
members on this side of the House. I have
no desire to be presumptuous, or cven to
appear so, but it has been said from time
to time that the new members to whom
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I have just referred are going to make
their mark and at the same tine make a
significant contribution keth to the Pariia-
ment and the State of Western Australia.
My belief—prognostication—is that these
high expectations will be borne out. In
the fullness of time there will be ample
evidence to show that these predictions
were justified.

I am sure I speak not only for myself
hut for all new membkers on this side of
the House when I express appreciation of
the tremendous leadership and direction
given to us by our leader, The Hon. J. T.
Tonkin, wno is the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Chamier, during the gcneral
electicn, and also for the positive and good
influence he has had upon us to the pre-
sent time, Similarly I should like to ex-
tend my thanks to those members on this
side whom I refer to as the “old hands”
for the assistance and heip they have
given us during these firvst few months,
It is a period which, perhaps, can fairly

be referred t0 as the shakedown period

for new members into parliamentary life.
To those members oppesite who have ex-
tencded friendship to us over this period
of time, I say this has been noted and
appreciated.

Another very important impression re-
iates to our former leader, The Hon.
AL R. G, Hawke, T have been greatly im-
pressed to cbserve the trernendous enjoy-
ment which he derives from life. He seems
to revel in a good joke and there is hardly
a situation from which he cannot derive at
leact some humeour. It may be fair to say
that his quest for fun s insatiable. I
imagine these qualities which he possesses
are net irrelevant frem the standpoint of
the tremendous amount of suppert which
he has received from so many Western
Auystralians for so lone.

0Of c-urse, I am not overlooking his
ability to know. to un-derstand, tn work
with, and to fight for those people whom
on this side of the House we so affection-
ately refer to as “the little people.” With-
out sreking to emulate Mr. Hawke's hum-
outr. I nevertheless digress for a moment
to speak in lighter vein, The fact is that in
the short space of time in which I have
been moving about in the precincts of
Parlisment House I have contracted at
least my fair share of the viruses which
are prevalent at this time of the year. If
it were not for the fzct that my good
friend and colleague, the member for Pil-
bara. is on the House Committee, I would
be tempted to aver that the committee
was seeing to it that I was getting, perhaps,
a little more than my fair share from its
ample larder of virulent viruses.

Election to this Parliament for the first
time connofes a great deal, It involves
a sizeable reorientation and reorganisation
«f one's former life routine. It heralds in,
as it were, a new era for the new member.
This being so, I believe it is a time for
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me to pause for a moment in order to take
stock and, more particularly, to thank
certain people and organisations for what
they have done for me in years gone by.
I propose to do just that; and, in the first
instance, I should like to thank certain
friends and relatives who, some years ago,
gave me the opportunity and the en-
couragement to qualify as an accountant.
I have come to realise that opportunity is
so important in life; without it very often
one does not get off the ground. I particu-
largly wish to thank my brother who, of his
own volition, contributed some of the
wherewithal necessary for me to qualify.
I should also like to thank a fellow mem-
ber of the legal profession who, at a later
time, was instrumental in making the way
available—giving the entree, in a sense—
for me to enter the legal profession. It
is not at all that easy to gain entree to
the legal profession today, but a few years
ago it was somewhat more difficult, par-
ticularly if one did not have the means.
He made the way available to me and this
allowed me to study, qualify, and ulti-
mately become a practitioner of the
Supreme Court of Western Australia.

These things mean a lot to me, but I
mention them in the present context be-
cause the qualifications to which I have
referred have been invaluable to me in
the relatively short space of time that I
have heen substantially interested in
political matters, and I do not expect they
will be a great burden to me in the future.

I think it is quite proper and, in fact,
necessary that I should thank the Aus-
tralian Labor Party, as the member for
Maylands did earlier this evening. Perhaps
I should say, “The Great Australian
Labor Party” and make no bones ahout it.
It is the oldest party within the Common-
wealth of Australia. It is a party which
has never sought to conceal its identity or
its name down the years by reason of
fluctuations of fortune. In the mere 17
years, or thereabouts when it was at the
helm of the Commonwealth, the Australian
Lahor party made a tremendous contri-
bution to the Commonwealth of Australia
and to the people of Australia. I put it to
members that there is ample evidence of
what I have just said in statutory and
other form for all those who wish to view
it. It is not idle comment, but supportable
by ample evidence.

As far as Western Australia is concerned,
I believe the Australian Labor Party has
the support of the majority of voters in
Western Australia, Down the years it has
helped to lay the foundations of this State
and has contributed in a big way towards
its growth. Over the years, the Austra-
lian Labor Party has been in office in this
State for leng perlods of time, and, once
again, the Statutes show that the Aus-
tralian Labor Party accomplished many
things when it was in office. It was not
in any way lopsided. By that I mean it
did not proceed in one direction and mark
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time in others. It is the Australian Labor
Party which has laid the foundations which
are so necessary to enable Western Aus-
tralia now to proceed and to progress at
the rate at which it is proceeding with a
measure of safety. Surely it is apreed all
round that, no matter what the edifice one
seeks to construct, it is only as good as
the foundations—the base—upon which it
stands.

I alsp thank the Australian Labor
Party because it sets out its objectives so
clearly for all to see. These objectives
appeal to me. Furthermore, my thanks
go to it because it happens to be the
vehicle which enahles me now to be a
member of the Legislative Assembly of
Western Australia and to speak at this
time.

I should also like to thank a large num-
ber of people within the Labor movement,
and outside of it, who, by their selfless en-
deavours in the course of the election and
leading up to it, made victory in the Mt.
Hawthorn electoral district a probability.
1 use the term “Mt. Hawthorn electoral
district’’; because, with the newly consti-
tuted electoral boundaries, the district
includes a sizeable portion of Wembley.
It also includes Joondanna, parts of North
Perth, Oshorne Park, and se on. However,
the most significant thing as a result of
the last redistrihution of boundaries is that
Wembley came into the Mt Hawthorn
electoral district.

1t was g heartwarming experience for
a relatively novice candidate to observe
the tremendous amount of time and talent
which those people—whom, as I have said,
we on this side refer to so affectionately
as the little people—were prepared to give
in order to gain the desired result on the
23rd March last. The spirit they showed
was the spirit of endeavour, which gives
one hope and entitles one to believe—as I
do—that there may yet be time for the
people of the world to come to learn to
resolve their differences in a mature and
adult way—I refer to differences whether
State-wise matters, administrative-wise or
otherwise—and for people to come to
realise that peace and co-operation are
goals which should transcend most, if not
all, other objectives. Certainly they should
transcend the less wholesome approaches
to life which prefer competition and all
that goes with it, to something savouring of
co-operation. I refer to all the things
which are manifested these days in what
is so aptly referred to as the rat race.

Thanks, then, to the people of the Mt.
Hawthorn electoral district, sinee this is
the electorate which I represent—all
12,650-0dd electors in that distriet. They
are the people who ultimately gave me the
support which meant victory in the gen-
eral election. I told the electors at the
material time that I would serve them
severally and collectively to the best of my
ability. That was not said in a sense of
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gimmicky. This being so, I do not hesi-
tate to restate my intention to do my very
best—to deliver the goods—in the Mt.
Hawthorn electorate.

To speak for one's fellow man, one's
equals, in the highest forum in the State
is surely one of the greatest temporal roles,
if not the greatest, which any man can be
given. 1 recoghise the great honour and
privilege and also the heavy responsibility
which it involves.

One of my greatest concerns, Legislature-
wise, is the apparent reluctance on the
part of Governments—particularly con-
servative Governments, as the name would
suggest—to affer something in the form
of leadership through legislation; and
T am also concerned with their reluctance
to modernise legislation.

In this context I wuse the word
“modernise” in the lbroadest sense.
Statutes which have served their purpose
and which are now ohsolete and redund-
ant should be placed in the discard by
prompt repeal. In regard to this question,
in more recent years this State has made
quite a progressive move, albeit a belated
one, to repeal many of cur obsolete
Statutes. There should be, of course, a
greater preparedness to review and revise
existing Statutes for the purpose of elimi-
nating anomalies contained in them, and
so that they may be fairer and more
effieient.

Those Statutes which are introduced for
the purpose of removing unifair situations
where appearing within the framework of
the common law appear to be enacted only
belatedly. Furthermore there seems to be
little attempt to anticipate situations
that may arise and to legisiate for them
accordingly. Rather, the procedure is to
wait and then reluctantly—and as if in the
last resort—to introduce some appropri-
ate, yet also quite obvious, statutory
measure. -

Many of the situations we encounter in
this State, quite obviously, have been
experienced angd dealt with in other coun-
tries and in other States. If the position
is to he that we are not to offer leadership,
but rather to follow the lead shown by
others, then in my view we should, at
least, be quick to benefit from these initia-
tives taken elsewhere and from the pre-
cedents which are available therefrom.

To give quick illustrations of the type
of situations I have mentioned, I turn my
mind for a moment to certain situations
that have arisen, not only within our
State, but also within the Commonwealth,
because these are conveniently avail-
able. Turning firstly to the Commonwealth
scene, I mention a man who was one
of the fathers of Federation; who was a
member of the Victorian Legislature; who
subsequently became a member of the
House of Represenfatives: who went on to
become g member of the High Court of
Australia; and who, ultimately, so far as
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his judicial efforts were concerned, became
the Chief Justice of the High Court of
Australia.

This man, together with other far-
sighted men, was urging, well before 1920,
that the provisions of the Commonwealth
Constitution enabling the Commonwealith
to legislate on matrimonial causes and
divorce should be put into effect for the
obvious reason that divorce should be the
subject of an Act covering the whole of the
Commonwealth, and saying that it was
not efficacious for each State to legislate
separately. Domicile is an important factor
in the divorse jurisdiction, and, amongst
other things, there was a tendency to
segmentise the Commonwealth rather than
to unify it. Being a legal man, Mr.
Speaker, you probably recall the efforts of
the man I have mentioned as being one
of the fathers of Federation.

However, what happened? The answer
is that nothing happened for 40 years or
more, when ultimately a private member
had the temerity to introduce a Bill which
was subsequently adopted by the Govern-
ment, and finally a law was enacted, but
only as late as 19569. Since that time ex-
perience has shown how wise and neces-
sary this legislation was, and yet
apparently the fathers of Federation, even
as far back as when Federation was first
mooted, knew how necessary this legis-
lation was and therefore wrote it into the
Commonwealth Constitution,

If T remember correctly, the gentleman
to whom I have been referring—that is,
the man who was urging the introduction
of this legislation hefore 1920—was later to
hecome the first Australian-born Gover-
nor-General. I will not burden the House
by indicating which Government it was,
but will leave it to members to work out
for themselves the Administration respon-
sible for breaking with tradition appoint-
ing this man—an Australian—as Governor-
General. On second thoughts, perhaps 1
should say which party appointed this
Australian-born citizen as Governor-Gen-
eral. It happened o be the Australian
Lahor Party.

Once again, turning briefly to the Com-
monwealth sphere, I would point out that
there was terrible procrastination and
interminable delays surrounding the intro-
duction of legislation to restrict unfair
trade practices which was proclaimed
only in the last year or so. In our present-
day society this type of legislation is
inevitable. At this peoint of time I will
not debate and discuss the efficacy of the
legislation, the effectiveness of which may
be far more apparent than it is real. Never-
theless it does no harm to mention that
Labor saw the need for this type of legis-
lation as long agop as 1903, and perhaps
evenn before that.

In Western Australia we have numerous
examples of delay and prevarication. Yes-
terday evening the Deputy Leader of the
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Opposition rattled off & few in quick
succession, and I am indebted to him for
that. The fact is that in 1863 or there-
ahouts, Abraham Lincoln made a declara-
tion—using those now well-known words
—that democracy was government of
the people, by the people, and for the
people. That was his approach, and I
think it is correct to say that it was a
principle that was accepted by the whole
of the western world.

If this principle means anything, it
means that every person is entitled to a
vote. But what happened in Western Aus-
tralia? To our everlasting discredit it could
be accurately said that nothing happened
along these lines until 102 years had
passed, because it was not until 1865 that
the people of this State, for the first time,
were given a vote, not only in Legis-
lative Assembly elections, but also in
Legislative Council elections. It is true
that people will say, “Oh yes, there were
reasons for this,” but I would say that
they were only alleged reasons and with-
out worthwhile motives.

The people of Western Australia were
entitled to vote in the elections of both
Houses as of right, and in my view no
reason could be advanced to justify the
deprivation of this right. By the turn of
this century surely it is not asking too
much that each person should be entitled
to vote in the elections of each House
forming the Legislature of this State,

A great deal of reluctance was also
shown when an attempt was made to
amend the common law so &s to enable
one spouse to sue another. Here we were
once again in the mid-twentieth century
and again being bogged down-—on this
occasion by a mediaeval legal fiction which
sald that spouses are one entity, and that
this being so, one spouse could not possibly
sue another. The grossly unfair conse-
quences of this provision of the common
law were to be seen every day of the week
with the modern motor vehicle wreaking
havoc among the people.

Yet it was not until a year or 50 &go
that the law was amended, so that now
a spouse has rights at common law in
running down cases which are equal to
those enjoyed by other citizens. No longer
is a wife regarded as a second rate citi-
zen and oblized to accept a legal position
inferior to that of the paramour, for
example, who is injured in consequence of
the negligent driving of her de facto
spouse.

Even now, in the Speech he made at
the opening of Parliament, the Lieutenant-
Governor expressed the Government's in-
tention to introduce a measure during
this session to provide for compensation

for society’s casualties in the case
of victims of criminal viclence. Such a
move by the Government is eagerly

awaited. Admittedly, the move is a little
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belated, but it is not as late as some of
our previous efforts have been. Other
countries, of course, have introduced laws
already to deal with this situation. Whilst
we are not giving the lead but again fol-
lowing it, we are this time not so very
far bhehind.

It seems to me to be an extraordinary
paradox—it is certainly not a satisfactory
position—that in a State sueh as ours,
which by reason of its immense natural
resources and its singularly advantageous
geographical position must go ahead by
leaps and hounds, we should be defsrm-
ined to conserve and delay legislation
rather than speed it up, to reform it,
and to set an example of leadership in
this field. Surely we should be committed
to the same rate of political, parliament-
tary, and legislative progress as we are to
scientific, "technological, and other forms
of progress. Otherwise we shall continue
to have a curious and unacceptable mix-
ture of twentieth century and nineteenth
century thinking which, to say the least,
seems to be an extraordinary example of
inconsistency.

It is just not possible that we can con-
tinue to progress at a certain spead in some
fields of activity, and yet be prepared to go
slow in others. In the penal field it must
now be ohvious o all of those who have
studied the position, and who are pre-
pared to accept what they have learned,
that capital punishment and flogging will
be abolished, if not completely, then to a
significant extent before many more years
have passed. If this is true—as I believe
it is—I put this question to the House:
Why should we continue to delay this
reform any longer? Because in my belief
the present position gives us an excellent
opportunity to show some initiative and
to spe]l out an enlightened approach to
this particular question.

Has any member the right to address
this House at a time such as this without
expressing his real concern, as I now do,
about the price of residential land and
the unavailability of housing aceommoda-
tion? In a State such as ours, where only
the merest fraction of the great land mass
is occupied, and where the materials
necessary for housing construction are in
almost unlimited supply. it seems un-
believable that the price of residential
land should be preohibitive, and that resi-
dential housing should fall sg far behind
the ordinary and proper requirements. A
house is a basic need for a home, which
happens to bhe the foundation of our
scciety, and the unsvailability of proper
homes, with the consequential destruc-
tion of normal and ordinary home life,
has far-reaching, very serious, and ad-
verse results. There is nothing new or
novel about this appralsal of the situation
which I have just made. I only mention
it in the hope that my remarks will serve
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to underiine the unsatisfactory position
which now obtains, and in the hope that
the Government will take such further
drastic action as this drastic situation de-
mands, so that the housing position in this
State may return to normal, or something
approaching normality, within a short
time in the future.

Turning now to education, one cannot
possibly be satisfied and one cannot con-
done the present position which exists
in our schools, which are not provided
with libraries and other basic facilities,
and as 2 consequence it is necessary and
incimbent upon g relatively few dedicated
members of parents anhd citizens’ associa-
tions to organise, to raise funds, and to
guarantee bank accounts, in order that
these rudimentary needs may be made
available to the children.

In this context I do not want it to be
understood that I am against parents and
citizens’ associations, because that is cer-
tainly not the case. It has been my busi-
ness to support them to the best of my
ability for many years; but this is & ques-
tion of degree. The present situation bears
more heavily upon conscientious parents,
than it does upon those who are less so0;
and, so far as fund-raising is concerned, its
impact does not cccur according to the
means of the people but upon some other
mesasure, and therefore it is unfair.

Libraries are being used to an ever-
increasing extent in these modern days,
and the denial of libraries to schools is
a very bad feature of the education system.
Recently the headmaster of one school
in referring to the children said, “They
only pass this way once.” That puts every-
thing which is connected with education
on a very high level of priority. I hope
the Government will do its best to make
up the leeway which exists in respect of
libraries and of other basic and rudi-
mentary requirements of schools.

No longer does there seem to be a system
of free educaticn in the sense that we
used to know it previously. It can be ex-
tremely embarrassing for parents when
each day their children ¢come home from
school, particularly in the early part of
the school year, with another request for
money. It is a type of duress. What
parent would allow his child to go to
schaol and be the odd one out? This puts
an unnecessary and a heavy demand on
parents, particularly on those who are not
perhaps as fortunate as others—the ones
I have referred to as the little peaple.

It is a good thing to note that this year
—I believe for the first time—certain
State schools are making an attempt, as it
were, to enlarge the scope of education.
At last there seems to be recognition of
the fact that it is not only necessary to
have our children taught how to read and
to write, but that they should be en-
couraged to develop the finer things in
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their nature. I refer, of course, to the
special schools which have been set up and
which allow the children, for the time
being at any rate, who have some talent
in art, music, and perhaps in other direc-
tions, to study these subjeets as if they
were ordinary subjects in the school curri-
culum. I do hepe that this step will he pre-
served, It is a wonderful step forward, and
I hope it will be persevered with on a grand
scale.

In conclusion I also hope that the needs
of our youth will continue to be recog-
nised, and they ccrtainly should he, and
that greater financial assistange will be
given to youth by the Government; and
that there shall be provision made for ad-
ditional skilled, and perhaps, more par-
ticularly, dedicated personnel, so that only
the best results may be derived from the
sporting and cultural activities of our
young peoplie, and so thai they may be
better able to use their leisure time to the
very hest advantage, I thank all members
for their forbearance on the occasion of
this my maiden speech.

MR, YOUNG (Roe) [8.21 pm.l: May 1
at this juncture add my congrafulationa
to you, Mr. Speaker, cn your elevation tu
the Chair of this House. I also add my
congratulations to the member for Narrg-
gin on his reappointment as Chairman of
Committees.

As my eontribution to the Address-in-
Reply debate, I wish to make some com-
ments relating to land allocations, land
boards, and the cireumstances of alloca-
tions which have heen made in the elec-
torate of Roe. As most members are
aware, this is a developing area. 'The major
problem at the present time is the expan-
sion of the area into new flelds, New areas
have been thrown open and problems have
arisen as a result.

It was with some pleasure that I learnt
some time back that we, as the Govern-
ment, were going to restrict the alloca-
tion of land to a more realistic rate. We
have thrown a great deal of land open for
selection, and this was mainly brought
abput by pressures, because the demand
for land was so terrific. About 40 blocks
or so would be advertised for selection at
a time, and we would find 400 to 600 appli-
cants, With land being in such great de-
mand, pressures for throwing open land for
selection became great.

The old settlements had been developed
mainly before the last war. With the ex-
tension of development beyond the limits
of the old settlements we found it was
possible to develop land within 30 to 50
miles, by the use of modern transport
and modern techniques. However, as de-
velopment has taken place and is taking
place beyond the limit I have mentioned,
we find that the lines of communication
and the necessary ancillaries which go
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with development—I refer to schools, hos-
pitals, and roads—are costing such a ter-
rific amount to provide that the rate of
development has been slowed down.

That brings me to this point: In some
areas we find that the land board has
allocated land—and I am in no way criti-
cal of the land board-——which has not been
developed. We need only travel around the
country districts where development has
taken place to see the large number of
conditional purchase farms. We find such
large numbers of would-be settlers going
before the land board that there is certain
to be some mistake or misjudgment, as a
consequence of which blocks will be allo-
cated to people who are not genuine triers
in the farming field.

Those are the blocks which are causing
great concern in my district, because some
of them are not being developed. As the
land beyond has now been thrown open for
selection, the area which has been stagnat-
ing is retarding the progress of the outer
areas. We find that school buses, telephone
lines, and other services which are essen-
tial, cannot be extended in the areas now
being developed.

Somewhere along the line where a settler
has not made a genuine attempt to develop
his property, the case should be investi~
gated. The settler might have been allo-
cated the land for a considerable time, and
in some cases I have seen blocks where no
attempt has been made to develop them.
In those circumstances it is time we took
another lock into the position of the
settler, to ensure that the provisions in the
Act, in relation to development of the
block, are more rigidly enforeed.

By that I do not mean to imply that on
a certain date the settler should be told,
"You have been allocated the block for a
long time. You should have done much
more development. You are not up to date,
therefore you will forfeit your bloek.”
Where a genuine attempt has been made
to improve a selected area the settler
should be encouraged, because we have
heard it expressed in this Chamber that
the financial position of the farming com-
munity is deteriorating. In these days
money is not so easy to obtain through
loans, Nowadays many of these settlers go
out shearing or take on other jobs to raise
money for development. So long as a
genuine attempt has been made to de-
velop the block it is all right. It is against
the settler who has made no attempt that
action should be taken.

Mr. Brand: When the Lands Department
moves in this matier there is a tendency
for representations to be made to give the
fellow concerned a little more time.

Mr. YOUNG: I agree entirely. I think
the time has come when those who have
been allocated blocks for one, two, or three
years, and who have done nothing to de-
velop them, should not be given any further
time.
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Mr. Brand: No, I agree they should not
have any further time.

Mr, YOUNG: This brings me to a fur-
ther point: In these allocations there is no
preference given to ex-servicemen, AS
members are aware, ever sihce the early
days of our history, soldiers who returned
from wars have been given some reward
for their services. In the metropolitan
area we find the situation under which the
ex-servicemen from the 1939-45 war can
still buy land at concessional rates. That
being the position, how much more import-
ant is it that some preference be given to
ex-national servicemen whose birthdays
coincided with those drawn out of a barrel
and who had to serve overseas, thereby dis-
rupting the continuity of their lives? We
find that under the Commonwealth repat-
riation benefits scheme ex-servicemen must
take up their re-establishment loan within
12 months of their return to civillan life.
If it is not taken up within that time they
lose their right to it.

While they are away onh service, we find
that selection ballots are held in an area
and the individuals concerned are not
represented and so cannot apply for land.
In these circumstances they miss out.
When they return from service they have
to wait for another selection ballot in re-
gard to the area in which they desire to
settle, This is an important point, be-
cause a lot of the lads selecting land are
dependent upon their fathers or some other
member of their family to assist them with
finance, stock, and the provision of plant.
If there is no ballot for land within a
particular area, or an individual is not
granted a bdlock within 12 months, he
misses out on the provision of a re-
establishment loan.

Mr. Bovell: Ex-servicemen receive spe-
ctal financial consideration in regard to
any land allotted to them.

Mr. YOUNG: 1 agree they receive finan-
cial assistance.

Mr. Bovell: Not financial assistance: a
certain reduction in the price of the land
they take up, which is the point you meade
in relation to the city dweller getting con-
cessions.

Mr. YOUNG: I agree; but it is not much
good giving & concessional reduction for
the purchase of land if an ex-serviceman
cannot obhtain a block when an allocation
takes place. In my area there has heen
an instance of an ex-serviceman applying
three times for a block and not being
suceessful In gaining one. I consider that
if ex-servicemen and their counterparts
in Civilian Street are equal in all aspects,
and the ex-servicemen have the know-how
and the necessary financial backing, pre-
ference should be given to those ex-
servicemen. An ex-serviceman has stood
the test of being a defender of his country
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and when he comes back he should be
granted some privilege in the allocation of
conditional purchase land.

I will now refer briefly to a subject that
has recently been well discussed in this
Chamber—housing, However, I wish to
tackle the subject on a different angle.
We have heard the problems as they
affect the metropolitan area expressed by
members on both sides of the House, but
I would like to say thai a housing prob-
lem exists in country towns, and more so
in the newer developing areas. This is in
¥egard to the provision of housing on
BITNS.

I know members will say that people
apply for C.P. blocks with their eyes open,
knowing their financial ability to meet
thelr commitments; but some of these
farmers went on the land up to six, seven,
eight, and 10 years ago, and conditions in
the farming areas at that time were
different from those that apply today. On
the budget those people worked out they
hoped to be able to make provision for &
home within a reasonable perlod, but with
the passing of time and rising costs they
are finding the provision of a home is
getting further and further away.

. To illustrate the difference in the finan-

cial situation as it applies in the farming
areas today, I would like to guote- from
The West Ausiralian of the 17th July, as
follows:—

Farmers throughout Australia have
continued to borrow bank finance at
a high rate, desplte a drop in the
aggregate rate of lending by the
major trading banks.

In the five weeks ended June 12, new
lending by these banks averaged
$34.7 million a week.

This was down slightly on the
average of $35.9 million & week in the
preceding four weeks.

The rate of new lending from farm
development loan funds inecreased
from $400,000 a week in the four
weeks ending May 8 to $500,000 =
week In the five weeks ended June 12,

Since the major trading banks set
up their farm development loan funds
in April, 1966, they had approved
loans of $55 million from this source.

Because of the rapid commitment of
the origingl $50 million provided to
establish these funds, the banks made
aveilable a further $37 million for
farm development in May this year.

New and increased overdraft com-
mitments in the five weeks to June 12
averaged $31.3 million a week.

In the four weeks to May 8, new
overdraft lending had averaged $33.4
million a week. In the June, 1967,
period the average had been $276
million a week.
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I think that article illustrates that all is
not entirely well with the farming com-
munity; and those settlers on new land
that has been opened up—as referred to
yesterday by my colleague, the member for
Mt. Marshall—are finding it difficult to
meet their commitments, let alone find the
capital expenditure necessary for a house.

The member for Mt. Marshal]l referred
to his area, which is chiefly concerned with
wheat and sheep, but we find some of the
settlers on the blocks are predominantly
woolgrowers and they are in a far worse
situation than the people who can diver-
sify and grow grain to augment their
incatme. We will have to look at this
problem; and the Government will have to
work harder to find some solution whereby
these people can obtain finance to help
them build a home, which is sg essential to
family life.

A few moments ago we heard of the
problems of divorce associated with in-
adequate housing; and this applies just
as much to the farmer on his block of land
as it does to a dweller in the metropolitan
area.

That concludes the remarks I wish to
make tonight and I commend the motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Dunn.

SUPPLY BILL
Returned

Bill returned from the Council without
amendment.

PERTH RAILWAY STATION
Lowering: Presentation of Model

THE SPEAKER: I wish to announce
that on Tuesday evening at 7 o’clock in
this Assembly the Minister for Transport
and Railways will show a model of the
proposed rail-sinking project at Perth
railway station. Any member who wishes
to attend is welecome to do so and the
Minister will explain details and answer
questions.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Premier)
[8.37 p.m.}: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 4,30 p.m. on Tuesday, the 13th
August.

I have moved this special adjournment
because sp many members are suffering
from the effects of influenza, and perhaps
it would be a good idea for those affected
to be able to remain at home.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 8.39.p.m.




